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Jesus lives! How sweet the story 
That is told to us today; 
He is risen in His glory 
From the dark graves weary way. 


Jesus lives! The hosts are singing 
Victory o’er the grave is won, 
Joyfully to sad hearts bringing 
Tidings that the conquest’s done. 


“Jesus said: I am the resurrection, and the life: he that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 
And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.” 
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Living Hope ot Unyielding Despair? 


(By Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D.) 


Why Live? Gaster Suggests to the Christian a Living Hope. 
The Resurrection Makes Life Worth Living. 


HE IS RISEN 


“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His great mercy, begot us 
again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead.”—I Peter 1:3. 


Why live? Sooner or later this question tracks us 
all down. We want to know the reason for living. Life 
without destiny and purpose is meaningless. Therefore, 
it is not without reason that the best thought of every 
age has been focused on the problem of existence. 


The problem is well stated in the words of a young 
man who was so in doubt about the purpose of every- 
thing that he felt it was useless to do anything at all. 
“The trouble with me is I have no reason for living. 
I see other people who seem to exist without any 
reason. They simply desire to obtain work to earn 
money to buy things to have a good time. An aimless 
existence is fit for an animal, but a man needs a reason 
and I have none.” 


If we would believe as George Bernard Shaw, 
“there is no forgiveness of sins,” then we would all 
resign ourselves to what Bertrand Russell declares as 
“unyielding despair.” If it is true, as the humanists as- 
sert, that “all things shall end in dissolution,” then it 
would be better for us to cease struggling with live. 
A philosophy that teaches, “ye shall cease to be, even as 
all things shall end in dissolution,’ leads only to a 
blind alley of pessimism and hopelessness. 

Jesus promised mankind an eternity of living. He 
changes our attitude from a life of despair to a lie of 
hope. 

Tolstoi pictures a man as hanging in mid-air in the 
shaft of a deep well, holding fast to a tiny root which 
has grown out from the well’s side. Below him is fath- 
omless darkness. Above him is but faintly visible light. 
While clutching frantically his slender support, and call- 
ing for help, two mice, one white and the other black, 
gnaw at the root to which he is clinging. He sees with 
horror that it is gradually being severed. No cry of his, 
no desperate struggle, avails to frighten them from their 
tragic task. In spite of his cries and struggles at last 
he falls into the depths. “Such,” says Tolstoi, “is life.” 

If this were all of life, we all would give ourselves 
up in despair, but Jesus Christ makes all the difference 
in our outlook on life. He will not give us up to de- 
spair. 

The Resurrection means newness of life. It makes 
life worth living. It answers all sorts of hard questions 
about life. It takes away the fear of death. It reveals 
the love of the Divine. It explains the mystery of 
human pain and disappointment. 

The experience of Peter as he declares, “Who begat 
us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead,’ was not unique to him alone. 
Paul joins in the glad refrain, “Tribulation worketh 
patience; and and experience, 
hope.” What a contrast to the prevailing mood of our 
day! The experience of some leads to despair. Peter, 
Paul, John, St. Francis of Assisi and Luther experienced 
an open door to a “living hope.” Contact with Christ 
made all the difference. 


patience, experience; 


We cannot expect to live forever after death if this. 
life of Christ is not in us before death. But when we 
have passed from death unto life, then God gives to 
us eternal life through His Son. He is our life and 
as Christ lives, we too shall live. 


“He is risen, He is not here, 
Seek Him not among the dead; 
He is living do not fear’— 
So the white-robed angel said. 
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FROM A PASTOR TO HIS “GOING-TO- 
COLLEGE” FRIENDS 


Be Careful What You Do. A man is judged by his 
actions more so than by his words. What you do will 
reflect on what you are. 


Be Careful Where You Go. College life offers a 
very different environment from what the young col- 
lege student has been used to. You will find that there 
are many places to go to spend your time and money. 
‘The picture show, the street corner, are favorite hobbies 
of the co'lege student and one can form the habit of 
going to idle places of amusements instead of worth- 
while places which are far more edifying. 


Be Careful How You Spend Your Money. College 
life offers many wasteful indulgences to the careless 


student. Money—especially a limited amount—will not 
go very far unless it is carefully spent and not care- 
lessly squandered. 


Be Careful How You Prepare Your Studies. There 
_will be no one to remind you of your obligations to 
yourself, Form the habit, right from the beginning, 
to prepare your lessons well, and then there will be no 
regrets afterwards. Your persistent efforts in doing so 
will repay you a thousand times in your later life. Your 
time is your own—use it to your best advantage. 


Be Careful of Your Associates. 
college offers new environments, different modes, new 
personalities. Your life is molded—mostly unconscious- 
ly—by your associates. Form friendships slowly—let 
them ripen into maturity through time—and then in 
later life you will have a priceless store of real friends. 
It is not necessary to have a score or more of people 
with whom you must be intimate—but be kind and 
courteous to all—don’t seek after popularity as an end. 
Choose and know your friends, or others will choose 
and do you. 


To the beginner 


Be Careful of Your Religion. As there is no one to 
make you study, so there is no one to make you go to 
Church. The Campus offers many organizations of a 
Christian nature in which the Christian student can 
express his Christian personality—contribute something 
of a worthwhi 1 find something truly valu- 
able. The college requirement of enforced Church at- 
tendance is not sufficient to compel a student to go to 
Church, for there are too many ways of “getting around 
it.’ Much is left to the individual conscience of the 
stucent. 


Be Careful of Your Health. Dissipations ruin the 
best physical bodies. Over-indulgence in any sport is 
dangerous. Wrong habits will leave their “‘tell-tale” re- 
sults on the person who is not moderate in all things. 
Enjoy college life, but in doing so, 
health. 


do not abuse your 


Finally, Be Careful of Your Life. A life entrusted 
to you to build. While in college you are the architect. 
You are in preparation for the future. Be careful how 
you erect the foundation and the building. 


REV. WM. H. STENDER, Sumter, S. C. 
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Where from, Sir?—The Tarheel State 
MEET YOUR SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT 


MR. J. W. COBB 
Second Vice-President of the Luther League of America 


Born: December 6, 1916, near Blountville, Tenn. 
Father: Rev. W. G. Cobb 

Mother: Emma Akard Cobb 

Home: Cherryville, N. C. 

Student in Lutheran Southern Seminary, member of 


Middle Class \ 
Occupied during past three summers in student oe 
tion work for Lenoir Rhyne College 
Graduated from Lenoir Rhyne College, 
pated in Forensics, 
tional work. 


1936. Partici- 
Choir and Religious Organiza- 


Affiliated with Luther League of North Carolina as a 
member of the Executive Committee, 1933-1938 
Vice-President of Luther League of North Carolina, 

1935 
Member of North Carolina Synodical Commitee on | 
Parish Education, representing the Luther League 


1 


Member of the Synodical Committee on Church 
Literature 


Elected Second Vice-President of the Luther League of 
America at Springfield, Ohio, July 1937 


A SIGNIFICANT CHURCH 

Although 1938 marks the 300th anniversary of the 
introduction of Lutheranism in America it has been 
only during the past few generations that the Lutheran 
Church has attained a position among the foremost de- 
nominations in the country. And there is ample justifi- 
cation for recognition of this achievement. Some people 
have criticized what they term a lack of “social con- 
sciousness” on the part of the Lutheran Church, but in- 
vestigation reveals the true situation. Actually its inner 
mission or social welfare work is tremendous. Note 
these significant figures. Among the Church-owned 
inner mission institutions in America, 20 percent of the. 
hospitals are Lutheran, 24 percent of the hospices, 24 
percent of the settlement houses, 80 percent of the day 
nurseries, and 90 percent of the homes for the aged. 
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Fi ty Years Cgc 


(Written upon request of the Editor, by E. F. Eilert) 


A Bit of the Garly History Which Brought About the Luther League 


T will be fifty years ago on April 19 when the 
j First District League of Lutheran Societies 0 
New York City was organized in 1888. It was 
this small beginning that resulted in the formation of 
the Luther League of America in October 1895. There 
were six Young Men’s Lutheran Societies who formed 
this organization, no young people’s or young women’s 
Lutheran associations existing in New York City at 
that time. These six societies represented two Churches 
connected with the General Synod; three with the Gen- 
eral Council and one with the Missouri Synod. Its 
organizers emphasized that the new District Organiza- 
tion or “Central Association” as it was then known, 
should be strictly Nen-Synodical. 

As early as April 1887, the first steps towards or- 
ganizing all young Lutheran Societies was taken by the 
members of the Junger Maenner Verein of St. Peters 
German Evangelical Lutheran Church of New York 
City of which the well-beloved Dr, E. F. Moldehnke 
was the pastor, afterwards President of the General 
Council. This organization, in order to avoid the re- 
sponsibility of giving the movement any synodical ap- 
pearance, adopted a resolution directing its committee 
when appointed that they first visit a society connected 
with a Church of different synodical connection than 
their own. The task before the committee was a rather 
dificult one. They had heard of other Lutheran 
Churches and pastors in New York City but did not 
know any of the young people and consequently knew 
very little of the societies connected with these 
Churches. 

During the previous twelve years of its existence, 
the Association never had occasion to seek any infor- 
mation regarding their Lutheran brethren in New York 
among the twenty-one Lutheran Churches then in ex- 
istence. \ 

After careful planning for nearly a year and becom- 
ing better acquainted, the result was the organization 
of the first “Central Association of Young Men’s Luth- 
eran Association of New York City.” According to 
the original Minute Book, (which is still in my posses- 
sion) every organization was entitled to five delegates. 
The organization was formed in old St. John’s Church 
on Christopher Street in New York City and had as 
its first President, Mr. Andrew Busch of that Church, 
now a member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in 
Mount Vernon, and whose son is a Lutheran Pastor at 
Lancaster, Ohio. The writer, also of St. John’s, was its 
first Secretary and Mr. William H. Steinkamp, of St. 
Peter’s, who was the First Vice-President and also the 
second President and has continued his activity in St. 
Peter’s Church through all these years and has been 
for many years the President of the Wartburg Lutheran 
Orphans Home in Mount Vernon. Among the second 
group of delegates listed from St. John’s Church in 


1889, was Fred H. Knubel, now Dr. F. H. Knubel, 
President of the United Lutheran Church in America. 


There is still in existence a copy of the first pub- 
lication issued by this organization known as the “Young 
Men’s Lutheran Review,” devoted to the interest of 
Lutheran Young Men’s Association, of which Mr. Stein- 
kamp was the first editor. It is dated April, 1889. That 
was the beginning of the Luther League Review and 
also the year of extending the work throughout the 
State of New York in an endeavor to form other cen- 
tral or district organizations. 


In January 1890, the name of the publication was 
changed to the Lutheran Review and marked the year 
in which your humble servant began the editorship of 
the publication, continuing until September 1916. In 
June 1893, the first State Convention was held at Utica, 
New York, and the name, Luther League, came into ex- 
istence and the “Lutheran Review’ was changed to 
“Luther League Review,’ under which name it has 
continued ever since. 


The history of various States organizing, eventuat- 
ing in the organization of the Luther League of Ameri- 
ca in October 1895, is a matter of general history. To 
me was conveyed the honor of being the first President 
of the Luther League of New York State in 1893, and 
subsequently the first President of the Luther League 
of America in 1895. 


I am thankful that God gave me the opportunity of 
taking a part in this work since its inception. Its con- 
tinued progress has been a blessing te our Church and 
my prayers are offered that it will carry on in the 
spiritual uplift of our young people to the glory of 
God and His Church. 


SPECIAL REQUEST TO LEAGUERS 

The Board of American Missions would like 
the Leaguers who carry the assignments sug- 
gested in the Missionary Topic for March 27th, 
to send copies of their material to the Board’s 
office, 39 East 35th Street, New York City. The 
Board is desirous of using this material in connec- 
tion with its 1938 Anniversary Appeal and would 
be very grateful for the cooperation of the 
Leaguers in this respect. Let us all show our ap- 
preciation of the work of this agency of our great 
Church by responding heartily. Paraphrasing the 
remarks of one of the radio announcers, “We'll 
help the Board—and—ourselves,’ by sending to 
its office all material used in the suggested assign- 
Your Missionary Secretary has assured 
You will 


ments. 
the Board of the Leaguers’ cooperation. 
send in your material, won’t you? 
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Caster Customs—Cnd Why 


(By W. J. Banks) 


Some observance date back to the earliest Christians while the 
roots of others go even deeper 


F{' a very early date the Christian Church’ began 


to celebrate each year the Resurrection. For 

a time at least this holy day was regarded as 
more important than Christmas. Vast numbers of the 
newly baptized were admitted into membership on 
Easter eve, and in the morning, clad in white garments 
as a sign of their new purity, they joined the believers 
for the first time at Holy Communion. In this way the 
conquest of Christ over unbelief, the victory of life 
over death, was brought vividly before the world’s eyes. 


The Jewish Christians inevitably associated the 
celebrations of the new faith with the age-old ones of 
their own people. To them, the new holy days com- 
memorated events that the early festivals had fore- 
shadowed. Thus the Passover, with the new conception 
of Jesus as the true Paschal lamb and first fruits from 
the dead, became the Christian Easter. Therefore, the 
Jewish Christians observed the latter immediately fol- 
lowing the end of the Paschal feast on the fourteenth 
day of the first Jewish month. 

The Gentile Christians, on the other hand, were 
unhampered by Jewish tradition. They gave more at- 
tention to the day of the week than the day of the 
month, and identifying the Resurrection with the first 
day of the week maintained that Easter should be the 
first Sunday after the fourteenth day of the month. 
Terrific ecclesiastical controversy raged over the ques- 
tion for many generations, the Eastern Churches hold- 
ing to the Jewish custom but fighting a losing battle 
against the Western contention. 


At the great Council of Nicaea (A. D. 325) the 
question was finally settled in favor of the Sunday ob- 
servance, the Jewish view being declared a_ heresy. 
Calendar discrepancies of various sorts, however, led to 
endless confusion and it was not until very much later 
that Easter can be said to have become fixed definitely, 
and celebrated simultaneously all through Christendom, 
on the first Sunday after the first full moon following 
March 21. 


The early Easters no doubt were observed in quiet 
reverence by the Christian folk, often in fear of per- 
secution. But when the empire adopted Christianity as 
the state religion, the Church’s festivals took on all sorts 
ef pem~ an* Intuenced by the habits of 
spring festivals that dated back to pagan days, the popu- 
lace tended to lose the true joy of the occasion in the 
false joy of worldly pursuits. 


circumstance. 


Following the long restriction of Lent, Easter, of 
all the Christian holidays, was most vulnerable to this 
sort of abuse. The Sunday day of Joy, it was called in 
the Middle Ages and popular sports and dances pre- 
dominated in its celebration. Farcical exhibitions, in 
which the priests are said to have participated, were a 
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feature. The very Church service degenerated, on some 
occasions, into a laugh-producer, 


Reaction against such excesses was inevitable. The 
sixteenth century reformers, both Protestant and Cath- 
olic, brought about a change. Ever since, the tendency 
has been away from the more boisterous Easter cus- 
toms, tenacious as they have been in some remote and 
rustic regions. Today the spiritual aspect of the day 
has at least held its own against the festive and com- 
mercial. 


But in the rural sections of the British Isles, Ger- 
many, and other countries, some of the ancient customs 
survived until quite recent times. In the Irish province 
of Connaught, dancing in the public road, after the early 
morning Church service, still features the Easter cele- 
bration of some remote hamlets. In the Tyrol, wander- 
ing musicians visit the pleasant valley settlements dur- 
ing the Easter season, singing beautiful hymns. Chil- 
dren and adults join in, escorting them on their way to 
the next village, bearing lighted torches of pine wood. 
And how those’ Austrian mountain folk can sing! 


A popular superstition of the early English was 
that the sun was wont to dance on Easter day. Every- 
one arose early to witness this phenomenon. This be- 
lief was undoubtedly a survival of the pre-Christian 
days when the sun itself was an important deity. Im- 
agination, encouraged by superstition, doubtless made it 
easy for the simple peasants to convince themselves that 
the miracle was taking place before their eyes. An early 
English custom was that of extinguishing all the fires on 
Easter eve and then relighting them, to typify the be- 
ginning of a new life. 


The English word Easter is in itself of pagan origin, 
coming from the Saxon Eastre or Eostre, goddess of 
spring and beauty. Her festival having been celebrated 
at the same time of the year, it was inevitable that the 
two observances should become associated. Indeed, it 
was not difficult for joy at the awakening of nature 
after the winter sleep to become joy at the conquest of 
death in the Resurrection. The early Christian priests 
very wisely made use of such of the pagan customs as 
could be adapted to the new faith. rather than attempt- 
ing the imyossible task cf stamping out age-old habits. 


Many ancient peoples regarded the egg as a sym- 
bol of life and renewal. Often it figured in the cele- 
bration of the New Year, which in various regions also 
took place in the spring In the North, it was believed 
that at one time a huge egg fell from heaven. It was 
hatched by doves, and out of it came the goddess, 
Eostre. When the Christian pioneers came to Saxon 
lands, they retained this idea of the egg as a feature of 
the Easter festival. Since there had issued from it a 
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new and winged thing of glorious life, it fitted well with 
the purpose of their message. 

According to the Persians, the world itself was 
hatched from an egg, which to them is today regarded 
as a symbol of perpetual life. They have many legends 
about it. Among the Jews, the egg has ever occupied a 
prominent position on the household table during the 
Paschal season or Feast of the Passover. The early 
Christians attached a new significance to the Paschal 
egg, coloring it red in allusion to the blood of Christ 
shed upon the Cross. 

Two centuries ago, in France, at the approach of 
Easter, hen-roosts in barn lots were ransacked for the 
largest eggs, which were brought as a tribute to the 
king. At the conclusion of the Easter-religious services 
in the chapel of the Louvre, lackeys brought in great 
pyramids of these eggs which had been gilded. After 
having blessed them, the chaplain distributed them to 
all the persons in court, in the presence of the king. 

In Anglesy, North Wales, children go from house 
to house from Monday until Saturday, Easter week, 
announcing their presence by means of a clapper so 
that the doors may be opened to them. If there be no 
eggs in the house, the children are glad to receive the 
coppers of commutation. 

In many parts of rural England and continental 
Europe, various Paschal egg contests are held. A popu- 
lar game is to trundle eggs down a hill, those which 
reach the bottom uncracked being simliarly victorious 
over the others. A survival of this custom has occurred 
in America, where children, from wee toddlers to those 
of ’teen-age, dearly love the brightly colored eggs of 
Easter time. It is on the sloping lawn of the White 
House in Washington, D. C., that the children of the 
capital city gather to trundle their eggs. 

Today hot cross buns are the successors of the 
cakes which the Saxons used to eat in honor of Eostre. 
The Christians sought to expel the influences of pagan- 
ism by marking the cakes with the holy cross. The 
rabbit’s part in the Easter of today originated with an 
old superstition that rabbits lay eggs on Easter eve. 
Probably this superstition is also Teutonic in origin, 
but no one seems to know what was the original sig- 
nificance or purpose behind the tale. Possibly the wide- 
spread regard for the rabbit’s foot as a talisman is 
connected with it in some strange and obscure way. 

The desire for new wearing apparel in the spring- 
time is almost universal. Among the Chinese, Japanese, 
and certain tribes of American Indians, the New Year 
is always greeted with a complete new outfit by all who 
possibly can afford it. When every member of our 
family wants to look like the latest fashion plate on 
Easter morn there may be, behind this desire, an inborn 
instinct to make a new beginning at the season when 
their ancestors celebrated the New Year. But more 
likely it is that sister Sue wants a new Easter frock 
because Mary Brown is sure to have one, too; and the 
reason behind it all is the natural urge for adornment 
in springtime, when all nature is alive. The connection 
with Easter is tenuous. 

Nearly all Christian Churches throughout the world 
have special celebrations at Easter time. In Rome, the 
Pope is the central figure at a very elaborate service 
in St. Paul’s. In Jerusalem, there are colorful observ- 
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ances, especially by the Greek Orthodox clergy, and 
pilgrims of that faith gather from far and near. But 
it is when one thinks of the simpler services in millions 
of Churches and shrines and little mission stations the 
world over, all recalling the Resurrection of an Outcast 
who died a criminal’s death nearly two thousand years 
ago, that one realizes a little of the everlasting power 
of the Christian message. —EXCHANGE 


MEET THE LIFE SERVICE SECRETARY 


REV. ALFRED J. BEIL 
Secretary of the Life Service Department 


Pastor, First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Topeka, Kansas 

President, Luther League of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Salina, Kansas, 1913 

President, Luther League of Kansas, 1920 

Graduate of Midland College, Fremont, Nebraska, 1921 

President, Luther League of Nebraska, 1922 

President, Student Voluntary Council of America, 1922 

Graduate of Western Theological Seminary, Fremont, 
Nebraska, 1923 

Lutheran Student Pastor, University of Illinois, 1926-30 

Life Service Secretary of Iowa Luther League, 1932-35 

Member of Executive Committee of Luther League of 
America, 1935— 

Member of Life Service Committee, 1935— 

Appointed Life Service Secretary at Springfield, Ohio, 
July 1937 


A NEW SERVICE FOR 
LIFE SERVICE DAY, MAY 1, 1938 
“Serving God With Life’—A complete Service 


for Public Presentation 
(Price, 2 cents each; 50 for 75 cents; 100 for $1.50) 


“Serving Christ with the Whole Armour of God” 


—A supplementary Presentation in Playlet 
form for above Service 
Order from 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 
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The Intermediate Department 


Uncle Bim Talks About The Essay Contest 


Some dogs beget long tails, some short tails. Still 
other dogs would have longer tails had they not been 
cut to short tails. Now some months beget long letters 
from your Interemdiate Secretary, and some months 
short letters. At such times when the monthly letters 
are short it is not because they were originally long 
and cut short, but because they never grew long. And 
the reason why they never grew long was because their 
author was short of material to make them long. Such 
is the situation confronting me with respect to this 
month’s letter. 

The 1937 Essays 

One of the achievements (or should I say “one of 
the hoped-for achievements?”) on the yearly program 
of the Intermediate Department can boast of but few 
achievers. Reference is to the writing of essays on the 
books of the 1937 Reading Course. Only ten Leaguers 
wrote essays, or one out of every 817. It would be 
glorified hoping on our part to expect all the members 
to read all the books of any year’s Reading Course. 
Just what kind of hope it would be to expect all the 
members to write essays on one of the books is beyond 
the reaches of my dictionary to say. However, when 
only ten Leaguers submit essays in a twelve-award 
contest it becomes an occasion to arouse ourselves to 
action. 


Just what course our action should take is a matter 
for study, or should I say, re-study? About eight years 
ago when money was still “as good as gold,” we were 
faced with the same lack of interest in essay writing 
that now faces us. The sick patient was stimulated a 
wee bit then by offering twelve awards of $2.50 in 
gold each; but at that the largest one-year crop of 
essays amounted to only nineteen. We might have 
induced still more Leaguers to write essays over a 
period of years with the “gold bait” as a stimulant, but 
just when the essays began increasing in number our 
ability to extract twelve $2.50 awards (whether in gold, 
silver or paper) from the pockets of friends decreased 
to nothingness. And the substitution of a smaller award 
for the gold now finds us back where we were before. 


“ We are well aware of the reasons given by 'teen- 
agers for not writing essays, and we sympathize with 
them, They are busy folks in a busy school life. But, 
if anyone can give us suggestions on how to get more 
essays written each year, we will appreciate hearing 
- abcut it. Won’t you help us solve this problem? 


The Ten Essayists 

It was not intended in the above to take any of the 
deserved recognition away from the ten Leaguers who 
wrote essays on last year’s books. I personally know 
two of the superintendents of our essayists, both f 
whom wrote me complimentary notes about their “pro- 
digies.” I also personally know two of the essayists. 
In view of these contacts I would be especially guilty 
of neglect were I not appreciative of the “ten who 


dared.” I’m conscious, however, that those ten would 
rather that they be ten-times ten more. 
And now for the names of the essayists and their 


Leagues: 

Miss Margaret Quante, Ascension, Ga. 

Miss Cleve Turner, Ascension, Ga. ? 

Mr. Albert Burchinal, Orphans’ Home, Zelienople, Pa. 

Miss Hazel N. Chappell, Orphans’ Home, Zelienople, Pa. 

Miss Laura May Link, Orphans’ Home, Zelienople, Pa. 

Miss Wilma Bowman, Orphans’ Home, Zelienople, Pa. 

Miss Elberta Mae Wiles, Pine Grove, Lone Star, S. C. 

Miss Margaret Riser, Pine Grove, Lone Star, S. C. 

Miss Margurie Wadford, Pire Grove, Lone Star, S. C. 

Miss Helen Zeagler, Pine Grove, Lone Star, S. C. 

A Correction 
A mistake of twenty-seven was made in my letter 

of March because of “nothing.” The above will make 
sense by adding a “naught” (0) after the numeral three 
(3), first paragraph, second column, ninth line, eighth 
page, below heading, “Why I Question?” reading, with 
correction, “30 active Leagues.” Get it? If not, write 


for further instructions. 


News About Konnarock 
The “Sun Lamp,” costing $25.00, has been already 


paid for by the Sunny Leaguers of Florida. What’s 
more, they intend giving more. Class! I’d say, to 
Florida’s hand-ful of Intermediates. Emmanuel- 


St. Matthew’s, of New Market, Va., has pledged itself 
to raise $15.00. They wanted to pay for the “Sedi- 
mentation Tester,’ but one, “Bill” Elliott and his Holly- 
wood “stars,” will shine there. I suggested that the 
New Market League be “stooges” for the ‘“‘stools”.... 
St. Peter’s, Shepherdstown, W. Va., contributed a dol- 
1 Oe each St. Paul’s, Washington, D. C., and Messiah, 
Baltimore, Md., each gave $5.00..Thanks one and all. 
And by the way that is all, 


Sincerely, 


Apparently Communism is learning that the Chris- 
tian faith cannot be driven from men’s hearts and minds 
by force. It will be necessary to resort to a spiritual 
fight, announces the Russian Commissar of Education. 
“The Baptist and Reflector” quotes this statement: 
“Fer the moment we will change our fighting tactics 
against the Church. During the past twenty years we 
have used every sort of force in our fight against re- 
ligion. That period is at an end. The new period will 
witness a spiritual fight against religion. This fight will 
cal] for even greater effort than violence. Above all we 
shall need a large number of highly trained and cultured: 
propagandists. When the second period shall be closed, 
then the third and last period will be entered upon, in 
which religion in the Soviet Union will exist ony as 
an historical memory.” 
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Caster 


Easter is the gladest of all days be- 
cause a risen Christ means a conquering 
Christ. Amid the hindrances, the disap- 
pointments, the discouragements which 
beset us in the Master’s work. the Easter 
message of the resurrection brings us 
the assurance that He who conquered 
death and the grave is King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, to whom is given 
all power in heaven and earth, and 
therefore His kingdom shall come. 


HE IS RISEN 


He is risen, He is risen; 

Tell it with a_ joyful voice; 

He has burst His three days’ prison; 
Let the whole wide world rejoice. 
Death is conquered, man is free, 
Christ has won the victory. 


Come, ye sad and fearful-hearted, 
With glad smile and radiant brow; 
Lent’s long shadows have departed, 
All His woes are over now, 

And the passion that He bore; 
Sin and pain can vex no more. 


Come, with high and holy hymning, 
Chant our Lord’s triumphant lay; 
Not one darksome cloud is dimming 
Yonder glorious morning ray, 
Breaking o’er the purple East, 
Brighter far our Easter-feast. 


—MRS. C. F. ALEXANDER 


Since Christ lives we shall live also. Life thus be- 
comes worth living. If this be so, are we living worth- 
ily? Are we walking in newness of life? Is Christ in 
us a living, vitalizing power that makes itself felt to our 
very finger tips? Can we say, “For me to live is 
Christ?” 


LET ALL REJOICE 


Let all the world rejoice today, 
Their grateful love and homage pay 
To Christ the Truth, the Life, the Way. 


Now all is o’er the agony 
The suffering in Gethsemane, 
The awful death upon the tree. 


This morn in glory He arose 
Triumphant over all His foes, 
No more they dare His will oppose. 


Then let the world rejoice and sing 
Its praises to its royal King, 
Who gave Himself as offering. 


—ERLE C. GREINER 

“Hope maketh not ashamed.” 

The word “hope” has lost far too much of its 
Christian meaning. We use it today to suggest the 
bare possibility that things may turn out a little better 
in the future. Thus we speak of “hoping against hope.” 

The Christian word “hope” is entirely lacking in 
this note of uncertainty. It is, on the contrary, an ab- 
solute certainty as to the outcome of life. 

We are living in a day when cynicism is much too 
comfortably close to our minds. We need to recover 
the conviction that in the long run evil is suicidal and 
that goodness alone has “survival value.” 
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Thoughts 


CONFIRMATION 
In the midst of this solemn season 
we pause to rejoice, voicing our glad 
hosannas with the many who are ap- 
hearts to the Lord. They need our en- 
couragement, support and prayers. Let 
us ever be mindful of them. 
All thanks to Thee, good Lord, 
For Thy rich grace 


Now given by Thy Word 
To all our fallen race! 

The world, the flesh, and sin 
Our way oppose; 


Grant us Thy gace to win 
And triumph o’er our foes. 


In Thee all fulness dwells 
Of power above; 

And age to age still tells 
Thine all-prevailing love. 


The work Thy love began 
Continue still, 

That love to God and man 
May all our being fill. 


Confirm us to the end 

That so we may 

With joy to heaven ascend 
When dawns the last dread Day. 


Great David’s promised Son 
On God’s right hand, 

Grant us, our victory won, 
Before Thy throne to stand! 


—F. AUKFBELL 


AN EASTER WISH 


May the glad dawn of Easter Morn 
Bring holy joy to thee! 

May the calm eve of Easter leave 

A peace divine with thee! 

May Easter Day to thine heart say, 
“Christ died and rose for thee!” 

May Easter night on thine heart write, 
“O Christ, I live for Thee.” 


—The Youth’s Companion 


AN OPPORTUNITY TO’ SERVE 

On Palm Sunday and Easter there will be many 
accessions to the Church, the greatest number from the 
youth. It has been a sad regret in the past that many 
who have been confirmed have been satisfied with this 
open acknowledgment of the Saviour, but have failed, 
by word and act, to remember their Covenant vows, and 
have neglected their Church duties. We, of the Luther 
League have an opportunity to help those who have 
come into the Church, and many useful members can 
be saved to the Church by a little attention or a kind 
word. 


Let us remember that: 
“A single word is a little thing, 
But a soul may be dying before your eyes 
For lack of comfort a word may bring, 
With its welcome help and its sweet surprise.” 


“Life Service is living a real partnership between 
one’s religion and one’s business or life work; it is faith 
in action or unselfish service.” 

—P. E. HOWARD 
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CALENDAR FOR APRIL 

3—Topic Meeting: “‘Why Must I Go To 

School?” 
April 10—Topic Meeting: “How Can I Get the 
Best from School?” 

April 17—Easter Meeting 

April 24—Topic Meeting: “Missionary” 

Use Missionary Book, “Doorways,’ one of the 
Reading Course books. Buy book—75 cents— 
circulate and study 


April 


Dear Leaguers: 
April brings us to ‘ 
Easter 

and sharing the joys of the season should mean much 
to the Juniors. Your plans should be made and for the 
three Sundays of April in addition to the Topic used, 
have a study of what Easter means and have some 
Easter plans. 

Use the Booklet, “Easter,” in the Program Packet. 
Have some Easter pictures. Tell Easter stories. Ar- 
range a program for the meeting on or nearest to Easter 
Sunday. Plan to share Easter with others. Send cards 
or flowers to the sick or shut-ins, or some Easter gift 
to the children of one of our homes. 


Work 
Here are some of the items reported since last 
month of work done by the Juniors: 


Canada 


The Canada Missionary Secretary has sent leaflets and a letter 
to each Junior League, as well as the Seniors and Intermediates, 
regarding the Konnarock rroject. 

St. Jacob’s, St. Jacob’s, Ontario, reports alternating their meet- 
ings with these programs: 

Devotional Period—hymn, prayer, Scripture, topic, hymn 

Business Period—reports, offering, announcements 

Division into Classes—Juniors and Little Leaguers 

Study of Reading Course Book 

Memory Work—Handwork (alternate) 

Feature—game, musical number or suitable novelty 

Closing Devotions—hymn, prayer 

or 

Opening Devotions—hymn, prayer, Scripture, topic, hymn 

Roll Call, Offering, Division into Classes 

Reading Course Book 

Memory Work 

Closing Devotions 

Georgia-Alabama 

Ascension, Savannah, Juniors joined with the Intermediates 
and Seniors in a Missionary Program on January 30: 

“A Forgotten Frontier’’—Our Opportunity 

Leader: Anne Harms 
Hymn 164—‘"Christ for the World We Sing” 
Prayer—Ann Saxon 
Psalm 46—read_ responsively 
The Lesson: Matthew 5:1-16—Mattie Sherrod 
Hymn 162—‘‘Thou Whose Almighty Word” 
Presentation of the Topic: 
Introduction—Anne Harms 
A Mountain Family—Margaret Quante 
Mountain Children—Ardelle Waldhour 
A Mountain Home—James McCreery 
Mountain Schools—Evelyn Zealy 
Offertory—Two Juniors 
Solo—Jennie Linn ' 
Hymn 169—‘‘Where Cross the Crowded Ways’’ 
Lord’s Prayer 
Benediction 
Maryland 

From the Maryland Secretary come these notes: ; 

St. John’s, Lanham. Gave baskets to Inner Mission Society of 
Washington, D. C., for the Recovery Home at Christmas; made 


The Junior Department 


JUNIORS AT WORK 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


scrap books; made picture books from Jeft-over Sunday Schoel 
papers for hospitals; helped decorate the Church at Christmas; 
took a basket of fruit to oldest member of Church who is ill; made 
Christmas and Thanksgiving posters. 

_ St. Mark’s, Rohrersville. Gave Thanksgiving program and im- 
vited the Sunday School; had part in the Christmas program of 
the Church; sent greetings and sang carols to sick and aged in 
the community; bought milk for a needy family. 

Frederick. The Juniors here are a busy group, helping in all 
the activities of theix own Church and the Church at large. They 
contributed canned goods and an offering for the needy and the 
orphan home at the Harvest Home Festival, gave a Thank-Offering 
to:the Church, has a Wh'te Gift Offering for Jewish missions, tedk 
a plant to a shut-in, sang Christmas carols:and conducted a de- 
votional meeting, tock part in a joint meeting with the Creagers- 
town Juniors, contributed to the Konnarock Objective, are sending 
a scrap book to Puerto Rico and are writing to a boy and girl 
there. 

Midwest fynod 


Bennington, Neb. The Juniors here are a_ lively group of 
twenty-one members. They are working to be a Gold Star League, 
received the banner at the conventicn, and put on a demonstration 
of a devotional meeting at the Senior convent'on. 

The Midwest Junior Secretary is sending letters to the Leagues 
in the Synod. 

New Jersey 


New Jersey reports the registration of two Leagues, one with 
ey members, at Bethel, Trenton, and one at Our Saviour, Haddon- 
eld. 

New Jersey Juniors will have a Publicity Scrapbook at their 
state convention, with clipp ngs, pictures, and bulletins, showing 
the work of the Junior Leagues. 

February 7, the Southern District Juniors held a Rally. 


New York 
Quite a lot of items from New York: 
St. Jacobi, Broaklyn, Juniors, under the leadership of Miss 


Helen Heik, redecorated the Beginners’ room in the Sunday School, 
and mended ‘toys and distributed them at Christmas. 

A Junior Discussion Group was held in connection with the 
Brooklyn District Workers’ Conference and these questions dis- 
cussed: Conducting a Junior League; the organization of a Junier 
League; how can I equip myself to be a leader of a Junior group? 
the Topics and_how to present them; the Reading Course; Leader- 
ship Training Class; Konnarock; rallies; National Junior Institute; 
Twelve Point Program. 

Redeemer, Binghamton, presented a Christmas program, deco- 
rated the Sunday School rooms with Christmas shadowgraph pic- 
tures, helped fill 25 baskets with fruit for the aged of the congre- 
gation, and studied about the work at Konnarock. 

Zion, Syracuse, made 20 visits to sick and shut-ins and had a 
Christmas service at each home, gave a Christmas program at the 
Old Folks’ Home and gave a handkerchief to each guest, presented 
a cantata, ‘The Christ Child,” in Church, took part in 7 A. M. 
Candlelight procession, and sent two boxes of clothing and Christ- 
mas gifts to Konnarock. 

Ascension, Franklin Square, had a White Gift Christmas party, 
made _a Manger Scene for the Primary Department, took part im 
the Christmas program, saw pictures of Konnarock mission amd 
heard Rev. Killinger. 

Good Shepherd, South Ozone Park, held a White Gift Christ- 
mas party and sent gifts to the children of the Ottlei Home in 
Jamaica, helped Senior League in Konnarock meetings, are working 


on a play. 
Covenant, Brooklyn, visited 
took toys for the children. 

St. Jacobi, Brooklyn, sent cards to sick and shut-ins, had a 
Christmas party for the Junior Department of the Sunday Schoo, 
sang in choir, had an offering for Konnarock. 

St. Andrew’s, Brooklyn, took part in Christmas program, hdd 
meetings on Konnarock, in February. 

Holy Trinity, Hollis, had a Christmas party for all the Juniors 
and sent gifts to the Lutheran hospital in East New York. 

New York City Juniors held a rally in St. John’s Church, 
with about 165 present. Devotions, moving pictures of the Wart- 
burg Home, an offering of $4.77 for the Home, amateur numbers, 
each group of Juniors contributing one, and a social hour, come- 
prised the program. 

Trinity, Rochester, sang carols at the County Home and gave 
450 Nestle chocolate bars and cards, made 50 calendars and 30 
scrap books for the Inner Mission Society, contributed to Konma- 
rock—$2 from Juniors and $2 from Little Leaguers. 


Ohio 
Beach City Juniors are setting a record! At the beginning ef 
1937 their superintendent announced that to every member with a 
perfect attendance during 1937 a year’s subscription to the Luther 
League Review would be given. There are 24 members and 17 
had a perfect record. Seventeen more subscriptions to the Review! 
(By the way, is there at least one copy of the Review for the 
use of your Junior League?) P / 
Wooster Juniors have recently been organized. Ashland Juniors, 
another new group, are hard at work. 
Mansfield Juniors sent a box of clothing to Rev. Killinger, at 
Christmas time, and contributed $5.00 to the Konnarock project. 


the Inner Mission Centre amd 
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_ Bryan Juniors presented a Candlelight Service at the conven- 
tion, and sent invitations to all the Churches of the Conference. 
They have a Junior choir, Bible study, and use ‘‘Broken Guns.” 
St. Luke’s, Springfield, Juniors helped the Senior League in a 
Konnarock meeting. 
Texas 


From sunny Texas come these items: 

__ Dallas Juniors, newly reorganized, gave a Christmas program 
with a sketch, “The Brightest Star,’ and helped with food and 
clothing to fill baskets for needy families. 

Swiss Alps Juniors sent towels to the Lutheran Hospital at 
Cuero and presented the Church with altar vases. 

Victoria Juniors sent a contribution for Konnarock and bought 
Christmas seals at Christmas, took part in the Church school pro- 
gram, sent Christmas cards to every Junior League in the state, 
helped in White Gift program of the Church. 

San Antonio Juniors sent a box to Tabitha Home, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, making a gift for each individual child. Doll beds and 
doll clothes were made, several months being spent in the work, 
and 49 children were made happy. 

Galveston Juniors had a “Christmas In Many Lands” program 
and sent gifts to the Children’s Home. 


Pennsylvania 


These Junior Leagues have sent contributions for the Konna- 
rock Objective to the State Junior Secretary, Mrs. Ralph G. 
Swavely (all received since January 19 will be listed later): 


St; John’s: Nazareth S30.) Gilg ote bhareetere ee $5.00 
Berks District Juniors—Rally ............ 8.00 
Erie District—Rally ............ nvercrevere erates 3.89 
Lutheran Orphan Home, Topton .......... 2.00 
Northeast District Juniors—Rally .......... 11.00 
Philadelphia District—Rally ... 3.15 
Redeemer, Oakbrook ..... 2.00 
St. John’s, Phoenixville 1.00 
Trinity, Hooversville ...... 2.00 
Davidsville, Davidsville 5.00 


and sent direct to Headquarters has come: 
St. John’s, Emaus ........ Bisieiehts tee ta DOOD 2.00 : 
We feel sure the Pennsylvania Juniors will do their share in 
this project. 


New Junior Leagues in Pennsylvania: 
Soe eee 
ypt, Egypt 
St. Soke, Shenandoah 
St. John’s, Leck Kill 
St. Luke’s, Millvale 
Christ, McClure 
Next? 


Allentown District 


A Konnarock Rally with 200 present was 
held in St. Joseph’s Church, Allentown. A Junior 
from St. Peter’s, Bethlehem, presided. The pro- 
gram follows: 

Hymn 164 

Prayer—St. James, Allentown 

Missionary Hymn—St. Peter’s, Allentown 

Scripture Lesson—St. John’s, Nazareth 

Hymn 285 4 

- Pictures of Konnarock—‘Below White Top” 

Presentation of Work at Konnarock—District 

Senior President, William Reed 

Offering 

Announcements 

Rally Hymn 

Closing Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction oe 

Altoona District 

The Altoona Juniors have issued a_ three- % 
page paper, “The Junior Luther League Herald,” a fine sheet with 
news of all the Leaguers. Could more of the Districts do_this? 

Temple, Altoona, Juniors, held a White Gift Service. Christmas 
Customs in Other Lands was. studied, a Christmas luncheon was 
enjoyed, and with only the lights of the Christmas tree shining, 
the story of the Wise Men was read, the Juniors brought their gifts 
and laid them beside the Manger Scene under the tree and then 
were dedicated by the pastor. These were sent to the Spanish 
refugee children. é 

Bethany, Altoona, Juniors attended two union meetings, at one 
hearing a talk on our Konnarock mission_and at the other a talk 
by a blind girl with her seeing-eye dog, “Babe.” 

Trinity, Juniata-Altoona, entertained the Seniors at a meeting 
with the topic, ‘Workers Who Give Us Beauty,” and held special 
Thanksgiving programs. This is a new League. 

Trinity, DuBois, has recently been reorganized and will carry 
on the program with renewed interest. 

Grace, Altoona, held a Christmas party with carols, games, re- 
freshments, and gifts for the children of Spain. These Juniors are 
learning to sing ‘Jesus Bids Us Shine,” in Spanish, and took 
part in a joint meeting on Konnarock with the Seniors in January. 

Fourth, Altoona, feature study of Bible verses and voluntary 
sentence prayers. They are making Bible silhouettes, and contrib- 
uted five dollars to the Church at Christmas. | 

First, Philipsburg, had a public Christmas program with a 
playlet, “Christmas Symbols,” and sent a box containing 21 pairs 
of stockings to the Loysville Orphan Home. 

St. John’s, Clearfield, held a Christmas party at the parsonage 
and brought gifts for the children of Spain. p 

Two gifts for Konnarock, from Altoona District Juniors are 
now in the hands of the District Secretary—$1.50 from Grace, 
Altoona, and $10.00 from St. John’s, Clearfield. Fine! 
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r Grace, Bellwood, held one of their meetings at the home of an 
invalid on her birthday and after the topic and program, presented 
her with cards, fruit and flowers, installed their Junior officers, held 
a special meeting on Nation-wide Rally Day, a special Thanksgiving 
service and a Christmas party. A public Christmas service was also 
held and gifts brought for the Spanish children. This group also 
sponsored, by paying entirely for same, the Christmas Sunday 
Church bulletin—a beautiful folder with the Nativity scene in 
colors on the cover, the children’s program at the morning serv- 
ice, and a typed letter on the back with facts concerning the 
Junior League. 
_ This District is planning to hold a Leadership Training Class— 
six meetings as planned by the State League. 

Over 150 gifts were sent in suitcases to the Spanish children 


at Christmas time as a part in the project of the Committee on 
World Friendship Among Children. 


The state statistical blanks have been returned 100% to the 
secretary, the District is 100% in the use of the Reading Course, 
the books being in use in every League. It is hoped to have a 
contribution for Konnarock and a Sustaining Membership from each 
League and every, League a Gold Star League in June. Good 
work, Altoona Juniors! 

B-M-C District 

St. John’s, Phoenixville, Juniors contributed toward Christmas’ 
stockings for the children at Rivercrest. 

Trinity, Norristown, Juniors gave a Thank-Offering pageant at 
the Thanksgiving meeting of the Women’s Missionary Society, a 
Christmas exercise at the Christmas festival of the Sunday School, 
demonstrated a regular meeting at the National Junior Institute, 


had a meeting on Konnarock and contributed to the Objective, 
sent toys to Rivercrest and had a Lenten worship there in March. 


Erie District 


The Erie Juniors held a rally, one of the features of which was 
a Christmas tree which was decorated with gifts for Konnarock. 


Johnstown District 


_. From Mrs. Charles Kauffman, superintendent of the Davids- 
ville Junior League comes this fine item: 


Display of programs, topics booklets, favors, notebooks, posters, certificates, 
leaflets, etc., accumulated during the forty years of its history 
by Grace, N. S., Pittsburgh, Junior League 


On Rally Day we gave a public meeting for the Senior League. 
In November we had Mrs. Leftwitch (colored) and a group of 
her young people from the Colored Young People’s Council speak. 
The offering was $8.50. We sent a box to a crippled child at 
Thanksgiving and at Christmas sent boxes to all our old people 
and shut-ins. We hope to buy gowns for our Junior choir, and new 
flags for our Church. We are sending five dollars for the ambu- 
lance for Konnarock. 

Lancaster District 

The Juniors of Trinity, Ephrata, observed their fifteenth an- 
niversary with a fine program and a large number of the past 
officers present. A gift was presented to the superintendent, Mrs. 
Charles Nies. 

This League entertained the District Juniors at a Rally with 
over 250 present, with a program, an exhibit of handwork and a 
collection of dolls, sent afterward to the orphan home. 


Pittsburgh District 


Grace, N. S.| Pittsburgh, our oldest Junior League, is still 
celebrating its fortieth birthday! Recently, they had a Banquet. 
In connection with their Anniversary celebration in October, 


they had a display of some of the material used in the forty years 
of their history. 
Virginia 
The Virginia Secretary reports eleven active Leagues and 
that the Conference secretaries are stressing Konnarock, Publicity, 
Good Neighbor Club and 12 Point Program. 


West Virginia 
The Secretary reports plans for keeping 
Senior League regularly. 


in touch with the 
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What are you doing with the Juniors in your 
Church? 
sponsibility. 

Let us quote from a letter received from the Senior 
President of the League at Everett, Washington. 

“Enclosed is the registration blank for our new 
Junior League. Will you send us a Registration Cer- 
tificate? 

“You might be interested in knowing our method 
of sponsoring our Junior League. Believing that the 
future of the Senior League depends on the organiza- 
tion of a Junior League, and feeling that many of the 
older members were not free to give their time to a 
Junior League, the Senior League of our Church took 
it upon themselves to sponsor the Junior League and 
take care of it in every way. 

“You no doubt question the ability of our mem- 
bers to do this. However, we felt that, with the under- 
standing we have of Luther League work, and inas- 
much as our officers are well grounded in the Lutheran 
faith, together we could organize and train a group of 
children along the way that leads to Christian leader- 
ship. 

So far we have been quite successful. Our Junior 
League has met regularly every week and the children 
are very happy with their new organization. I can’t be- 
gin to tell you all the interesting things they have 
started, but you may rest assured that here is another 
group in your department of which you will be proud, 
and the majority of which will grow up and become 
leaders in the United Lutheran Church in America and 
in God’s work.” 

Until next time, 


BETWEEN THE BOOKENDS 


“Keeping Lent,” by John Henry Harms, United 
Lutheran Publication House, 40 pages, size 34x57 
inches. Price 5 cents, single copy; $2.00 a hundred, 
postpaid. 

Those who used this handy little manual last year 
will welcome again this brief devotional study for each 


Every Senior League should feel their re-. 
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day of the Lenten Season. It is a helpful devotional 
manual written by one whose writings are vital in aid- 
ing persons to have a closer fellowship with Christ 
through the passion season. 


“God Controlled Lives,” by Sverre Norborg, Ph.D., 
Augsburg Publishing House, 150 pages, price $1.00. 

The author in the opening pages, which he calls a 
confession, not a preface, writes: “For years I have 
wanted to try to write a book in that spirit of simplicity 
that first characterized the first Christ-centered fellow- 
ship in Galilee, on Calvary, on Easter Morn.’ In nine 
pictures he deals with a number of the New Testament 
characters and accomplishes his purpose through a 
writing that expresses simplicity and directness. 

The book is outstanding in reverence and it is diffi- 
cult to see how any young person could read it with- 
out being stirred’ to greater Christian living. 


Recreation 

How would your recreation program rate if you 
were to test it by these points? Is it fun? Does it 
provide for sociability, for individual differences, both 
old and new play forms, any value beyond the present 
minute? These tests are offered, not because they will 
tell the whole story about your recreational program, 
but because they may be helpful to you in discovering 
the recreational needs of your group and in building a 
program to meet them. Here are two books that should 
help you in planning: 


“The Abingdon Party Book,” by Ethel Owen, The 
Abingdon Press, 368 pages, price $1.00. 

This book is prepared and arranged so that it ans- 
wers the question of “How to entertain a group in a 
home, school, or Church.” Some of the 37 parties 
planned are: Travel, Old-Fashioned, Mystery, Rainbow, 
Circus Days, Educational and Melody. Just the type 
of book for the preparation of a splendid evening of 
“set-together.” 3 


“Let’s Have a Good Time,” by Olive Cameron, 
Standard Publishing Company, 287 pages, price $1.50. 

Another good book for your recreational planning 
library. Furnishes an unusual array of materials for 
clean, “peppy,” wholesome fun. Contents: A party a 
month, miscellaneous parties, indoor games and stunts, 
paper and pencil games, Bible games and closes with a 
bibliography containing a supplementary selection of 
the very best books in the recreational field. 


(These books can be procured through the United Lutheran 
Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa.; 860 N. 
Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Ill.; 219 Sixth Street, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
1617 Sumter St., Columbia, S. C.) 


WHEN YOU HEAR THE NEXT MUSICAL NOTE 
It will be time for the May issue of the 
Review. It will contain— 

Life Service Day Program 


Mother’s Day Poems and Stories 
A Memorial Day Pageant 


KEEP TUNED IN ON THE REVIEW 
Renew your subscription today. Get others to tune in 
with a subscription 
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Cl Letter trom Cdigopala, Palnad Field, India 


The Luther League of Grace Lutheran Church, Baltimore, Maryland, 
Rev. Paul A. Weidley, D.D., Pastor, Supports This Parish 


February 1, 1938 
Dear Luther Leaguers: 


I went to Adigopala yesterday. It is one of our 
largest congregations in this part of Guntur District, 
with over 600 membership. I shall try to picture what 
happened yesterday, as if you were there and saw it 
yourself. I left Rentichintala in the middle of the after- 
noon, and arrived at Adigopala about 5 P. M. The con- 
gregation was anxiously awaiting my arrival. The 
women, although very poor, were dressed up in their 
new Christmas saris, and could be seen here and there 
in front of their houses combing their hair. The Church 
was beautifully decorated with colored paper, and new- 
ly white-washed. The dirt floor was swept clean and 
sprinkled, to keep down the dust. I could hear the 
drums going about through the palem, to announce to 
all that it was time for the service to begin. As the 
teacher's (Mr. J. Kanikam’s) little girl had fever, and 
also the catechist’s (Mr. K. Jeevarathnam’s) child was 
down with malaria, I went to visit and have prayers 
with them until the crowd gathered. 


Just then I hear a “s-s-s-h-h-o-o-o” and turning 
about I saw a skyrocket sail high into the sky. Then 
another went up closer by, and the third, near to the 
Church. The Church usually accommodated the group 
that gathers at daylight daily for morning prayers be- 
fore going to their jobs in the fields, but it was not 
hard to see that the Church would not accommodate 
the congregation gathering, even if they almost sat 
on top of each other. The ground was therefore swept 
clean and several mats spread, the nicest for me. As the 
missionary can scarcely ever get to a village over twice 
each year, there being 145 in this field, they were very 
happy to see me. After the women had sung a hymn, 
and the men later tried to outsing them, all became 
quiet to begin the service. There was nothing especially 
unusual about the service. They were all there even to 
the babies, and at times it was difficult keeping ahead 
of those little tots who were lively competitors. Some 
tried to keep the rest quiet. On the whole, things went 
off pretty well. At the time of offering there was even 
more disturbance. The name of the head of each house 
was called and they came one at a time and laid their 
offering on the Bible in front. After each name was 
called, there would be a hesitation, while one chap 
would pull at the cloth about his waist, and from some 
corner, pull out his offering that he had taken many 
days to save up, or had borrowed from his money- 
lender to give to God. They haven’t gotten to the 
place where the left hand doesn’t know what the right 
hand gave, but require some time that others may see 
their offering to God, of which they are pretty proud. 
Some had forgotten, and jumping up, ran home and 
then brought theirs. In all, the offering amounted to 
Rs. 23, about $8.50, which was a little better than last 
year. When a fellow gets only ten or twelve cents a 
day to support his family when he is in work, and when 


‘ 


there is no work for him for half the year, you can 
figure whether it was a good or bad offering. 


After the close of the service they had “pala-har- 
am,” as I imagine the united love feast of the early 
Church must have been. There was puffed rice, sugar, 
different kinds of grain, when roasted not too different 
from peanuts. There was a cocoanut broken up into 
little pieces and mixed in. The eighteen oranges that 
had been given to me, I had peeled, divided and mixed 
with the whole. It was then distributed, and each per- 
son got a handful of the mixture, and wasn’t it good! 
The two raw eggs that an old lady gave me, I couldn’t 
mix in, so I brought them home. By this time, it was 
dark and was cooling off. This is or cold season also, 
but in the early afternoon, even on January Ist, it went 
to 90 or more in the shade; but we don’t mind it out 
here unless it exceeds 110 degrees. 


All went their respective ways for supper. I had 
brought my vegetable soup in the thermos, but they 
would not hear to it. I was told that the congregation 
had gone together to give me a meal. It was a good 
rice and curry dinner worth about eight cents, but 
with all the love with which it was given, I relished it, 
for it was really good. I got up from my leaf plate 
(no dish-washing necessary) and came out to sit under 
the stars. A Mohammedan merchant came and put 
down a big bunch of bananas beside me, and a box 
of candy and guavas. Before I understood, the con- 
gregation people had again begun to gather and were 
starting to buy the fruit. Why? To give it all to me 
out of respect. They were poor people and I had to 
stop it, explaining that their love was fully sufficient. 
This comes from the old Hindu idea of worshipping 
any servant of God. They used to wash their guru’s 
feet (religious teacher) and then drink or sprinkle 
the water on their heads. We still have to teach them 
that we are only like-sinners, and must give our rev- 
erence to Jesus Christ, who is Teacher and Saviour 
to us all. They understood, and the sales stopped. Then 
they told me of the kindness of the old merchant. Al- 
though they had had a poor year, he had let the 
women have new Christmas saris and always gave 
them rice during hard times, only on the promise 
that they would pay. But they were sorry for the old 
fellow, for although he had two wives, he had no 
children. In this country many believe that if they do 
not have at least one son, they cannot go to heaven. 
Upon his request we had prayer and submitted his 
troubles to God. 


By this time about 300 of the Christians had 
gathered and once again the sky-rockets were sailing 
high, The people were very happy and after having 
prayer, we went singing through the bazaar, with 
drums, lights, and Christian flags, bearing the cross. 
Many people came from their houses to see the sky- 
rockets, and find out why such a group of people were 
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passing. At a wide place the procession stopped and I 
was asked to address the group. The people in this 
part of India gladly hear of Christ, and so I told them 
of our Christmas joy, and the coming of the Christ 
Child. For those four or five minutes the group of 
five or six hundred people listened with perfect at- 
tention and interest. On we moved happily singing, 
until someone asked me to speak again. They wanted 
to hear more of the gospel. I told of Abraham, the 
man of faith; what God did for him, and could do 
for any that trust Him. On we passed to be stopped 
again for more good news. We thought of the Jewish 
lamb of sacrifice, the Hindu goat and ox sacrifice, and 
then of the “lamb of God that taketh away the sin of 
the world.” On we wWent through that large town. 
Stopping in front of the house of the head man of 
the village, I was asked again. By this time I felt 
run down, and said I thought they had had enough, 
and that I knew no more to say. But then as they 
sang, I thought, why should I lose faith when the 
people want to hear the gospel, and God surely wants 
them to have the good news? So I decided that if 
God showed me something to say I should keep on. 
There were three more opportunities to witness to 
His power and love before audiences of not less thar: 
500 each time. God can do wonderful things when we 
really trust Him and thousands of hungry souls can 
be fed. 

After circling the whole village, we arrived back 
at the Church, tired, but very happy. The singing 
had been fine and we prayed that the Word might not 
return void. By this time it was about 10 P. M., so 
wishing them goodnight, I climbed into the old Ford. 
and away I sailed home. 

The people of Adigopala send their greetings to 
you, and pray for the good of your work, just as 
they trust that you remember to pray for them. 

Your co-laborer, 
JOHN C. PEERY 


THE AMELIA EARHART FOUNDATION 
(By Rev. L. W. Rupp) 


A very unusual proposal to honor the heroic life of 
Amelia Earhart Putnam crystallized in the decision cf 
the Board of Trustees of Thiel College to carry into 
effect, if possible, certain expressed wishes which Miss 
Earhart gave to the President of Thiel just prior to her 
last flight. The project, upon which active campaigning 
began the first of the New Year, has real interest to 
all members of the Luther League, and perhaps a 
special interest to our girls who look forward to scien- 
tific and sociological studies in a college or university. 


Four Objectives 

The first of the four objectives proposed by the 
Foundation calls for the erection of an Amelia Earhart 
Memorial Hall for Women, on the campus of Thiel 
College, Greenville, Pa. 

The second objective carries a nation-wide appeal. 
It proposes to establish a number of Amelia Earhart 
Scholarships in Science and Sociology, to be given 
annually to women graduates nominated for such schol- 
arships by presidents of accredited colleges to enable 
them to take post-graduate work in any place of their 
choice in the United States. 
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The Foundation proposes further, to establish an 
annual Amelia Earhart Lecture; and finally, to endow 
one or more Amelia Earhart Chairs of Science at Thiel 
College. 

The prominence of science and sociology comes 
from Miss Earhart’s personal interest in these branches, 
and from her own work in behalf of child welfare and 
of social problems in the world of women. 


Thiel’s Position 

That Thiel College should be chosen as the central 
point from which to evolve these projects comes from 
a number of reasons. Not least of these, of course, is 
the point of preserving the memory of so remarkable a 
woman, “one of the most notable women of our gen- 
eration.” Naturally an educational institution, through 
its permanency, has the strongest reasons for initiating 
such a movement. There enters the personal interest. 
Pastor David Earhart, Amelia Earhart’s grandfather, 
was one of the eight ‘‘bishops” who organized the Pitts- 
burgh Synod in 1845, and his ministry in Western 
Pennsylvania built up traditions which linger to the 
present day. Thus Pastor Earhart had the indirect part 
of aiding, through the action of the Synod which he 
helped create, the organization of the Synod’s college. 
Miss Earhart’s father was a graduate of Thiel. Miss 
Earhart herself received an honorary degree from Thiel 
in 1932, the first of only two which she would accept. 


League Participation 

A total of $500,000 will be required to fulfill the 
purposes of the Foundation, The set-up has two phases, 
that for the Pittsburgh area in which Thiel is- located, 
and also a national organization, consisting of a national 
sponsors committee and a national executive committee. 

The Amelia Earhart Foundation is, of course, not 
an item in the Luther League budget, nor is our men- 
tion of it a suggestion that it should be. The project 
is of great appeal to young people throughout the 
country from two angles. First is the heroic in the life 
of Mrs. Putnam herself. There is appeal, too, in that 
she comes of Lutheran background both in the East 
and the Middle West. There will open through the 
Foundation new opportunities for the young woman- 
hood of our Lutheran Church. 

It is being suggested to the Luther Leaguers of the 
Pittsburgh area that a special Amelia Earhart topic 
might be prepared and used in a special League meet- 
ing or rally. The suggestion might have appeal to 
Leaguers elsewhere. Material is extensive. From the 
Church standpoint there are the facts of Miss Earhart’s 
life and her ancestral background. She herself left a 
record for heroism and pioneering in the field of avia- 
tion. Her interest in the problems of women and her 
contributions to the fields of child welfare and service to 
women fill a page or two. Those of us who are much 
concerned over the future of the Church college will 
be encouraged by the centering of such a program as 
this one in a Lutheran institution. Also, there is the 
importance to our young women of a well-rounded, 
scientific and sociological training at a co-educational 
school of Thiel’s character. ; 

The Luther League of America will observe with 
deepest interest this campaign, and hope for complete 
success. . 
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MEET AN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER 


MR. ROBERT RAY INSLEE 


Member of the Executive Committee of the 
Luther League of America 


Born in Siebert, Colorado, August 1, 1910 
Graduate of University of California 
Teacher at Herbert Hoover High School, Glendale, Cal. 


Secretary of Palmer Steel Buildings, Inc. 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


Member of First Lutheran Church, Glendale, Cal. 
Local League officer 

Past President, Southern California District 

Editor, 3 years, Southern Cakfornia District publication 
Member Church Council 

Synodical Delegate, two years, to California Synod 
Delegate to U. L. C. Convention at Columbus, 1936 


Chairman of 1939 Southern California National 
Convention Committee 


Elected to the Executive Committee of the Luther 
League of America at Springfield, Ohio, July 1937 


Meet me in person in California in 1939. 
See you at Long Beach, July 6-10, 1939. 


KEEP ME TUNED IN 
Dear Subscription Manager: 


I can’t afford to miss the May issue of the Review. 
Here’s my $1.25 for my Renewal. 
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A Simple Mathematical Proof 


Our Dues 


—- 


The Appropriation from the United 
Lutheran Church 


x 


Your loyalty in subscriptions to the Sustaining 
Membership Fund 


The total income to meet the budget of the 
Luther League of America 


ok hh ok ok fk 


In our last Flash regarding the Sustaining Mem- 
bership Fund we tried to explain the various 
types of membership, namely: 


1. Sustaining Membership 
2. Contributing Membership 
3. Alumni, Gift or Memorial Membership 


This edition will contain information concerning 
one type and will be followed each month 
by a story on the other types 
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The Sustaining Membership Fund is the Luther League 
of America Life Saver 


I—The Sustaining Membership 

For Local, District, Synodical or State Leagues. 
They can be secured by paying $5.00 or more per year. 

A number of the Leagues throughout the Luther 
League of America have taken out these Memberships. 
We need more such members to help carry on the 
work. 

One of the points in our contest for 1938 is that 
the League shall have taken out a Sustaining ,Member- 
ship. We are striving to have many new Leagues listed 
in our files—also District, Synodical and State Leagues. 
They all help. 

The Sustaining Membership is also open to active 
Leaguers who wish to give more than the Contributing 
Membership. We can only reach the goal by everyone 
doing their bit. 

A certificate signed by the President and Treasurer 
of the Luther League of America will be mailed upon 
receipt of $5.00 or more. Make checks or money orders 
payable to the Luther League of America and send 
same to 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia. Pa. 

A Sustaining Membership will make a_ splendid 
Lenten offering. We are counting on you. Will you 


let us down? 
WILLIAM H. PATRICK, JR., Chairman 
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Survey Indicates American Youth Is Seeking and Turning 
To Fundamental Christianity 


Young men and women in American Churches to- 
day are demonstrating a broadening and deepening in- 
terest in religion. Distinct evidence is the fact that they 
are turning in ever-increasing numbers to the Church, 
swelling the membership rolls of the various youth or- 
ganizations in a most remarkable fashion. These con- 
tentions are offered as the result of a recent comprehen- 
sive survey undertaken by the National Lutheran Council 
in an effort to refute many widely publicized claims of 
waning interest. 

One unusually significant fact comes to light as the 
result of this investigation. National leaders of a few 
of the Church youth organizations report that member- 
ship and interest has fallen off to an alarming degree 
during the past few years, and attribute that decline to 
an over-strong emphasis on the social aspect of their 
groups. Already, however, they announce plans to effect 
a complete reorganization with a renewed emphasis on 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ as the essential element of all 
‘Christian activity. They express implicit confidence that 
this return to the fundamental purpose of the religious 
youth movement will create a thorough revitalization. 

Substantiating this conviction are reports from the 
various youth groups which have sought constantly to 
give primary emphasis to Christ and His Gospel. One 
organization reports a membership increase of more than 
300% during the past twenty years, and a youth leader 
of another Church states that “during the year 1936-1937 
we have grown faster than during any year since 1922. 
This is exceedingly encouraging since we have a very 
definite program built cn spiritual values.” 

Stress the fundamentals of Christian faith, teach the 
regenerating Gospel of Christ, emphasize the challenge 
to decide on a life for Christ, instruct young people re- 
garding the work of the Church and the extension of 
Christ’s Kingdom, encourage Bible study; these elements 
are basic in the programs of the successful, vital youth 
organizations and are offered by them as the only rules 
for success in appealing to the profoundest interest of 
young men and women. 

Further evidence of the growing appeal of religion to 
American youth is the fact that attendance at their con- 
ventions—district, state, and national—is increasing rap- 
idly. Bible camps, too, are gaining splendid attention, 
and reports of activities during the past two summers 
indicate that it was impossible to accommodate the 
thousands eager to attend. Pocket Testament move- 
ments, Bible study groups, and various young peoples’ 
service organizations have also developed and increased 
in significance during the past few years. Countless in- 
dications point to a renewed interest in the fundamental 
Christianity taught by Jesus Christ. 

Letters from youth leaders throughout the country 
contain such significant paragraphs as these: 

“We are beginning to feel that the prospects for 
conservative, confessional Christianity are, humanly 
speaking, better today than they have been for a quarter 
of a century.” 

“While they (young people) may be impatient with 
certain traditional methods and attitudes, they are closer 


to the Church today than they ‘have ever been before. 
After all, the pain and confusion of the world has had 
its salutary effects. I find that our young people be- 
lieve that by reaching the individual soul with a regener- 
ating Gospel of Christ, many of the problems of our 
social order would automatically be eliminated. There 
is in our Church a growing interest in the missions of 
the Kingdom.” 

“There is a more vital interest in religion and the 
Church than we have had for some time.” 


“Our young people’s organization has made sub- 
stantial gains during the past few years. Spiritually, 
greater gains were attained. Our League is experiencing 
a steady and noticeable spiritual awakening. On the 
Mountain-Tops of conventions, at the Galilean Shores 
of Bible camps, and on the Home Plains of daily living 
arise glowing evidences that our young people are gen- 
erally seeking a richer, fuller life with and for Christ. 
It gives us hope to note that the demand for Bible study 
and the ‘one thing needful’ is on the increase with the 
youth of our Church.” 

“I would say most emphatically that the young 
people, including the soldiers during the war, and stu- 
dents and young people since the war, despise anyone 
who has not the courage of his convictions to come out 
with a bold statement of his Christian faith. They de- 
spise all workers who try to compromise their Christian 
position; but even the most skeptical have the most pro- 
found respect for a worker who shows by his words and 
his life that he wants to be known as a disciple of Jesus 
Christ and gives his whole life to make Christ real in 
the lives of others. These young people also understand 
that if there is any compromise between a Sunday state- 
ment of convictions and a week-day living of Chris- 
tianity, the fault is:‘not on the part’ of Christ or Chris- 
tianity, but the fault is on the part of those who do not 
dare to live their Christianity or who compromise their 
Christian convictions.” 

“Everywhere our youths are expressing their sincer- 
est thanks for having realized in newer measures that 
Christ is really their life. * * * * Things are on ‘the up 
and up’, statistically, spiritually and otherwise.” 

The singular significance of this awakening of in- 
terest on the part of American young men and women is 
that it promises a greater and more spiritual Church in 
the future. This fact was acknowledged and emphasized 
by Dr. P. O. Bersell, president of the Lutheran August- 
ana Synod, in his last annual report. He offers this 
statement: 

“One of the chief reascns why I am hope‘ul in re- 
gard to the future of our Church is that I have high 
hopes for our young people. They are the Church of 
tomorrow. It is a miracle of God that we have such a 
fine group of Christian youth. They are only a small 
minority of the youth in our day, but what a magnifi- 
cent minority! They give promise of a leadership in the 
future that will do better than we have done. Let us 
give all encouragement to the pastors and other leaders - 
of our youth movement. God bless them with rich spir- 


; ” 
itual endowments. —wNational Council News Bulletin 
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CREATE A POSTER 
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PREPARE A TOPIC 


May 3lst, 1938, is the last day for you to submit a poster or a Peace Topic in the 
Poster and Peace Topic Contests. Note—the January Review, 1938, pages ten and 


eleven, for rules governing these Contests. 


NEWS FROM OVER THE FIELD 


NEW JERSEY 


News items have strange and varied ways of reaching your corre- 
spondent, so it’s not surprising that this month’s harvest should 
come from his desk in such an odd arrangement for the press! 
Anything can happen in our State and it usually does! 

Executive Committee members and the District Presidents head 
the list, for shortly after this Review reaches your doorstep their 
semi-annual meeting will bring them together at New Brunswick. 
Saturday, March 26th, to be less vague! 


Worthwhile extension work is observed. What, with two defunct 
Districts—the Trenton and Shore—having reorganization rallies 
scheduled, and still one other sector giving every promise of be- 
coming a brand new League District, before the year rolls by, it 
looks like a great year for, us‘ 


Juniors! Take a bow! Your Konnarock Rally in Southern Dis- 
trict, Saturday, February 19th, was just fine! You certainly en- 
joyed the film ‘‘Below White Top,’ and we certainly appreciate 
your contributions! (Incidentally, friends, there were ten ‘‘Mos- 
quitos” flitting around the Thirteenth Annual National Junior 
Institute at Headquarters in February—a good sign—and we be- 
lieve in ’em!) 

Even the Intermediates break into the news this trip, with word 
from Hudson District that they’ve organized an active District 
there and will, like the Southern District, hold regular_ rallies 
just for ‘teen-agers! At their first meeting in Zion Church, 
Jersey City, 102 Intermediates from six of the seven Leagues, 
attended. 


Right close by, in the Newark District, plans are being projected 
for a special Lenten Rally at Trinity Church, March 14th. Four 
preachers and the State President will participate in “The Story 
of the Saviour,” a program embodying the mediums of Song, 
Scripture and Sermonette. 

Sustaining Membership Chairman, take note! 


trict Seniors invited National Chairman, 
ate)eubatrick Ir. 


Our Southern Dis- 
William H. (‘Uncle 
to make a presentation at their February 

Rally in Gloucester. He went home with thirty dollars’ worth 

of Memberships! Need more be said? 

Equally interesting is the report of Missionary Secretary, Martha 
Hoffman, that well over half our Konnarock quota has been 
raised—at this writing—and that the Garden State bids well 
toward being one of the first to “go over the top!’” 


Your ‘New Jersey Correspondent,” 
GENE KELCHNER, State President 


PENNSYLVANIA 


“The Churches Appeal To Youth,” is the appealing theme 
adopted for the 45th Annual Convention of the Luther League of 
Pennsylvania, to be held in First Lutheran Church, Johnstown, 
July 12th to 15th, 1938. 

Johnstown District is working hard to make the convention a 
success in every way and have several innovations planned in the 
way of a convention program—one of the highlights will be a 
banquet session. 

Pennsylvania Leaguers are now planning to promote observance 
of Life Service Day. Miss Ruth Niemeyer, State Life Service Sec- 
retary, 115 Mill Street, Pittston, will gladly render every assistance 
to local Leaguers desiring same. 

The “news flashes” this month were much better than last, so 
without further words on statewide activities for this issue we take 
you on our monthly tour of the Districts. Pennsylvania now has 
18 Districts. The following news is representative of their varied 
activities : 

Allentown District. (Along with York, Allentown, through its 
efficient Publicity man, Francis Klien, is always “in the _news.’’) 
The District sponsored the annual concert of Saint Olaf Lutheran 
Choir on February 10th. On February 16th the District held its 
Mid-Winter Rally, fuller details concerning which will appear in 
a later issue. 

The District has its own home mission project in the form of 
assumption of the “responsibility of equipping a medical room at 
the Good Shepherd Home in Allentown, at a cost not exceeding 
$500.00. Other Districts might well take on similar projects. Con- 
gratulations, Allentown! (Also a very successful Departmental and 
Presidents Conference was held by the District.) 

Berks District held its annual Departmental Conference and 
Presidents’ Meeting recently. Over 80 attended and the program 
was successfully presented by the District officers and Departmental 
Secretaries. 

Berks, too, has its own mission project—$3,500.00 to be exact 
—covering cost of a swimming pool at one of the orphanages in 


the District. Congratulations are due Berks for undertaking such 
a responsibility. 

The District Convention is 
James Church, Reading. 


And Berks is “on the air’? weekly, over radio station WEEU. 


Harrisburg District joins the ranks of the Districts of the State 
reporting a splendid Departmental Workers’ Conference. President 
George Keet reports it as the finest the District has held, and that 
is really ‘‘saying something,” for Harrisburg always sponsors 
splendid conferences. 


The 20th anniversary convention of the District was celebrated 
February 22nd, at Memorial Lutheran Church, with Rev. Paul M. 
Kinports as the principal speaker. The convention banquet was 
held in the evening at the Vesper Service. Dr. J. B. Baker, of 
York, was the principal speaker. At this time a Memorial Service 
for Musser D. White, who was long connected with Harrisburg 
District and the State League in official capacities and as one of 
the most devoted and faithful workers, also the first President of 
Harrisburg District. 


; A special program for the Intermediates and Juniors was held 
in the afternoon and, all in all, the 20th anniversary convention was 
one to be long remembered by the District. 


Johnstown District—our hosts for the 1938 conyention—is very 
much awake and working hard to make the convention a success. 


The annual supper meeting of the District was held February 
26th, with Al. H. Schaediger, First Vice-President of the Luther 
League of America, as the speaker. This meeting is a joint affair 
for Altoona and Johnstown Districts. The two Districts have been 
cooperating in this way for a number of years. 


Lancaster District held its annual workers’ conference in Em- 
manuel Lutheran Church, Lancaster, on January 24th. All depart- 
ments were represented and ably discussed by the leaders in each 
group. President Luther Killian addressed a worth-while appeal to 
the District in his “New Year’s Greeting’ to the District. Lan- 
caster District is now a member of the State Publicity exchange so 
that members thereof will receive copy of the District News Letter 
containing Mr. Killian’s article. 


Northeast District held its sixth annual workers’ conference in 
Archbald German English Lutheran Church, February 5th. The 
Leaguers at Nanticoke held a banquet recently. Several local 
Leagues have been holding banquets in Northeast District. Christ 
Church, Scranton, we understand, is also contemplating a banquet. 
Holy Trinity did hold one last October. Who’s next? 


_ Philadelphia District. The annual spring convention of the 
District will be held Saturday Afternoon and Evening, May 7th, in 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Melrose Park. 


(We can really report that the District Live Wire Dinner was 
a success. It was one of the best ever held by the District. Rev. 
Floyd Eichner delivered a splendid dinner talk and Ken Dry, State 
Vice-President, made an excellent toastmaster.) 


York District held its annual missionary meeting January 27th, 
in Union Lutheran Church. The annual Life Service program of 
the District was held February 24th, in St. Luke’s, York, the pro- 
gram being arranged by Miss Elsie Barbour. An Intermediate 
rally was held February 14th, in Christ Church, Dallastown. Each 
League was asked to work for a 10 per cent increase during 1938. 

For further information or copies of Pennsylvania State Pub- 
licity Literature, write to Marvin H. Eckardt, Publicity Chairman, 
63 E. Hortter St., Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, Pa. 


to be held April 23rd, at St. 


NEW YORK 


As your correspondent sits here writing this release, Luther 
Leaguers throughout New York State are busy preparing for the 
45th Annual Convention of the State Luther League, in Syracuse, 
on May 27, 28, 29, 30. Plans are being made for this, the finest 
convention in the history of New York State. The theme will be, 
“Twentieth Century Christian Responsibilties.” Among the con- 
vention speakers will be Dr. Julius Seebach, correspondent for the 
“In the World’s Eye’ column for “The Lutheran,” and a notable 
Lutheran Churchman; Dr. Gould Wickey, Executive Secretary of 
the Board of Education of the United Lutheran Church in America, 
another leader of ou Great Church: Dr. Ellis B. Burgess, Presi- 
dent of the United Lutheran Synod of New York; Mr. Heiby 
Ungerer, noted Rochester, N. Y., layman and attorney; Rev. Hugo 
L. Dressler, Pastor of Atonement Church, Buffalo, who will serve 
as Convention Chaplain, and Dr. Chalmers E. Frontz, Pastor of 
First Lutheran Church, Albany, and the beloved director of the 
Silver Bay Summer School. A representative of the Luther League 
of America will also be present at the convention. It is expected 
that over 300 delegates will jam the Hotel Onondaga for the ses- 
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sions of this convention. Herewith are the rates for the convention. 
These rates cover registration, banquet, room and meals: 4 in a 
room, $16.25; 3 in a room, $11.00; 2 in a room, $12.50. The rates 
cover the period from Friday night through Monday afternoon. 
Herewith are the individual rates: Room—4 in a room, $1.25; 3 
in a room, $1.50; and 2 in a room, $2.00. M eals—breakfast, 40 
cents; luncheon, 60 cents; dinner, $1.00. Registration is $1.00 for 
Seniors and 50 cents for Intermediates. Banquet, $1.25. All meals 
will be served in the main dining room of the hotel which is reserved 
for the convention delegates. : 

Not only are the Luther Leagues of New York State preparing 
for this convention, but they are also completing their program 
for the year in hopes that they will achieve a high rating of 
achievement at the carvention. 2 ee 

Now we will conclude this month’s release with some District 
items of interest: 

Brooklyn District 


A fine Konnarock Service, under the direction of Miss Juliana 
Muenz, marked the Brooklyn District’s observance of Missionary 
Sunday. Dr. Wm. F. Sunday, of The Church of the Good Shep- 
herd, Brooklyn, addressed the group on his exneriences at Konna- 
rock, after which the Junior Luther League of Covenant Church, 
presented a short skit, ‘The House of Do What You Can.” The 
Good Shepherd Senior Luther League provided light refreshments 
after the service. . 

The Second Annual Workers’ Conference, sponsored by the 
Executive Committee of Brooklyn District, was held on Saturday, 
January 22. Each officer and secretary led a discussion on the duties 
attendant on his or her office. A fine group attended and many 
excellent discussions were held. The entire group was addressed by 
Rey. Dorry F. Crounse, who spoke on ‘Your Church—Your Luther 
League.” A fellowship hour around the supper table brought the 


conference to a close. 
L.KLEMANN 
Eastern District 


After a very fine supper (you could eat until you were full), 
we sang the favorite songs, had_a skit presented by St. John’s, 
Albany, and had recitations by Miss Ruth Duerschner, of Troy. 
Miss Martha Nord, our District President, then took charge of the 
business meeting. It was voted to give the Executive Committee 
ef the District the power to decide whether or not the Intermediate 
Treasurer of the District should handle their own funds. 2 

Later we all gathered in the Church for devotions. Miss 
Carla Nielsen, Miss‘onary Secretary, presided. A splendid talk was 
presented by Rev. August Schmitthenner, Missionary to India. The 
talk was based chiefly on some of the walls holding back the 
progress of Christ.anity in India, namely, Castes, Ignorance, Super- 
stition and ‘Traditions. 4 

It seemed so good to hear about the work of India from the 
lips of one who labors there. We were very much better able to 
realize the importance of our work in India and the large field 
there for the future, after hearing Pastor Schmitthenner. 4 dacs 

“The Lamp Lighter,” the District publication, was then distrib- 
uted. It is gratifying to note that our circulation is increasing, 
both to our own Leagues and through the exchanges. We are 
now turning out about 500 copies. awe 

The rally then closed by the pronouncing of the benediction by 
Rev. Daniel Grenier, pastor of Trinity, Troy. 

BILL HAMMANN 
Leng Island District 


It is the first Thursday of the month and Holy Trinity Church 
of Hollis, Long Island, New York, looks wide awake, with her 
lights blinking and inviting her clans of Queens and Nassau 
Leaguers to gather .at District meeting, and we ask all you 
Leaguers, too! ; 

Rey. Dorr A. Crounse, of Ascension Church, Franklin Square, 
opens our meeting with prayer. : F i 

Then come the secretarys who give their respective reports. 
Mrs. Crounse, our Junior Secretary, reports the reorganization of 
a former League in Bayside West, and we are glad that they are 
back with us again. Mrs. Schwabe, our Librarian, arises and an- 
nounces that the Ida Blumquist Memorial Library, which is our 
District Library, has the following books to offer for reading this 
month which will help our individual Leagues in their activities, 
“The World Mission of Christian Religions,” “How To Improve 
a Young People’s Society,” ‘‘The Christian Quest Series,” “Social 
and_ Religious Problems for Young People” and the “Art of 
Leadership.” Miss Edith Britton, Chairwoman for Stunt Night, to 
be held Thursday. February 17th, in Christ Church, Freeport, 
stated that she has had an overwhelming response from the 
Leaguers and an entertaining evening is guaranteed to all. 

Then William Morris, our President, asks for attention and 
as this is Missionary Month, calls on Miss Ruth Sibbert, the Dis- 
trict Missionary Secretary, to lead our workers’ conference. Miss 
Sibbert speaks on Konnarock and the ways and means of Leagues 
raising funds for the project. She suggests a Doctors’ and Nurses’ 
Costume Party, an Old Clothes Party, or a play about mountain 
people. Miss Sibbert next introduces Miss Anna Schuh who is the 
Secretary of the Women’s Missionary Society for ueens. Miss 
Schuh urges our cooperation with the Young Women’s Missionary 
Society in all mission work. 

Mr. Morris then announces that next month’s Workers’ Con- 
ference will be led by our Life Service Secrteary, Miss Clara Howell. 

Miss Henke arises and gives a very good sales talk on the 
Sustaining Membership Fund and all present promise their co- 
operation. , 

Of course, the Syracuse Convention is The Topic and it seems 
that Long Island District will have an outstanding delegation. 

A total of 45 Leaguers answer the roll call, representing 11 
various Leagues. 

We adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Now our Recreational Secretary, Dan Lehmann, starts us off 
on an hour of merriment. Ah! refreshments, lots of coffee, tea and 
0! course, gocey cake, served with a smile by our charming boys 
and girls who comprise our refreshment committee for the meeting 
(you know, of course, that we all take turns). The District paper, 
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the L. I. D., is distributed and with a “see you next meeting, if 
not sooner,” ho-hum and so to bed. 
M. LEHMANN 


Mohawk Valley District 


The Mohawk Valley District held its second in the series of 
monthly Vesper Services in the Church of the Redeemer, Utica, om 
Sunday Evening, February 6. Rev. Arnold F. Keller, Pastor, 
preached on “Jesus, the Hero of Youth.” In the afternoon, the 
District Executive Committee met to consider the matters of im- 
portance before it. The President appointed the following com- 
mifttees to report at the May Convention Rally: Nominating Com- 
mittee, Florence Agne, Chairman; fred Johnson, Marion Purcell, 
Gladys, Boehler, Karl Stappenbeck, and Edward Wiediger; Audit- 
ing Committee, Arthur Knoblock, Chairman, Natalie Mueller, and 
Jack Hoffman, Jr.; Resolutions, Rev. Paul E. Arnold, Chairman, 
Edward Wiediger, and Eleanor Zurbrugg; Budget Committee, Mil- 
dred Agne, Chairman, George Roedell, Florence Agne, and David 
Jensen; Intermediate Reorganization, Mrs. Frank Ferry, Mary 
Mursch, Mrs. Louis Wagschall, and Marion Purcell. 

Plans are moving forward for the joint rally to be held with 
Syracuse District on March 13th. A large attendance is expected. 
Ellsworth Miller, State Missionary Secretary, will lead the dis- 
cussion on ‘‘The Luther League—Its Missionary Program.” A 
Communion Vespers will follow with _the pastor loci, Rev. Louis 
F. Wagschal officiating, assisted by Rev. Arnold F. Keller, Rev. 
William C. Nolte, and Rev. Paul E. Arnold. 

This completes Mohawk Valley’s items for this month although 
the local Leagues are pursuing their programs with achievement im 


sight. 
CHARLES FANCETT 


Rhinebeck District 


At the time of writing this article, Pastor and Mrs. Charles A. 
Davis are enjoying a_seven-week cruise to the Holy Land. Pastor 
Davis is pastor of Emmanuel Church, Chatham, and both are 
zealous workers in Rhinebeck District League. We feel it a great 
privilege, not only for them, but also for the members of Rhine- 
beck, that this opportunity was afforded them. Watch for an article 
to be published by them in the next issue of ‘‘Rhine-mist,” the 


Rhinebeck District paper. 
LILLIAN ROWE 
DAVID JENSEN, New York Publicity Chairman 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


The Luther Leagues of Pacific Northwest District joined in a 
“Stunt Night” at Central Lutheran Church, Seattle, on January 
30th. It was the type of gathering all had dreamed of but which 
had never been realized before. Some 250 young people filled the 
Church for the worship service at 4:30. A twenty-minute song 
service led by Francis Scarve got everyone in the right mood. 
Viola Bohlke, President of Central League, extended an official 
welcome, and Allen Bilderback, Vice-President of the District, re- 
sponded. Fred Miller, of Vancouver, B. C., District Intermediate 
President, brought greetings. 

Much appreciation goes to Miss Jeanette Walker and the Vic- 
tory Quartet of Seattle Pacific College for their fine musical con- 
tributions. Miss Gertrude L. Apel, General Secretary of the Wash- 
ington Council of Churches and Christian Education, climaxed the 
worship hour with an appeal to vouth to set a_goal and attain 
it. She concluded by telling of the work of the United Christiaa 
Youth Movement, and left a challenge to all Christian young 
people for concerted efforts. 

The lights were then dimmed, with the exception of the lighted 
picture of Christ with outstretched hands over the chancel and 
the candle-lit Cross on the altar, and all joined in a period of 
reverent meditation while the choir sang “Christ We Do All Adore 
Thee” and the organist concluded with the playing of ‘Beautiful 
Savior’ on the chimes, during which all joined in silent prayer and 
thankfulness for the inspiration of the_service. 

The group then adjourned to the Parish Hall for a buffet sup- 
per and “Stunt Night’ program. Each League came prepared to 
enter the “Stunt Night” contest with either a stunt, play, pageant 
or demonstration of some kind or other. The first prize was wor 
by St. James League, Seattle, while University League, Seattle, 
carried away the second honors. 

Much merriment was displayed during the social hour over 
the fact that St. Mark’s League, Bellingham, was that day ac- 
cepted into membership in the District. A hearty welcome was 
also extended to a group of eighteen Leaguers from Tacoma, Wask- 
ington, who do not have any District connection. 

It was a glorious experience to have an over-capacity crowd, 
and the gathering was declared the “biggest and best” in the his- 


tory of Pacific Northwest District. 
JEANNETTE FRANSON 


VIRGINIA 


Virginia Leaguers Assemble Supplemental Material 

In response to an oft-repeated cry for more material that can 
be used in the preparation of programs, the Educational Department 
of the Luther League of Virginia has sponsored the project of 
having material assembled to supplement the Senior League Topics 
for the first six months in 1938. 4 

This material was prepared entirely by Leaguers throughout 
the Synod. Two Leaguers were selected to compile material for 
each month. They were asked to suggest hymns, poems, scripture 
readings, questions for discussion, subjects for debates, special 
music or any material which, in their estimation, would help to 
develop the topics more effectively. Some of the material is original 
and some selected from various sources. The suggested material - 
has been arranged into a unified form by the Educational Secre- 
tary and mimeopraphed copies mailed to each local League. 

The project is being continued and Leaguers are now work- 
ing on program packets for the next twelve months. 


GLADYS' RUBBLE 
Educational Secretary of Virginia League 
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Financial Reports 


Thanks for the contributions to the Konnarock 


Medical Center Project. 


Would it not be fine after we 


have completed the project to be able to say that each 
League in the Luther League of America had a share 
in contributing to this fine work of merciful service? 
Congratulations, Florida and Michigan, on having raised 


your full ‘quotas. 


Your letters indicating that this is 


not all you are going to contribute, is the spirit of the 
Luther League way of doing things. 


Expressions of appreciation to Maryland, Iowa and 
Rocky Mountain Leagues for payment of 1938 dues 


in full. 
DUES REPORT 
March 4, 1938 
Senior 
League Billed Paid 
Northern California ..... $32.00 
Southern California ..... 85.75 
Columbia District ....... 26.75 
Connecticut s ajcsie emi e1® sel cle 48.25 
i oilesag han Se coneaoocudd 48.50 
Georgia-Alabama ........ 86.00 $43.00 
DU OIGH cede eteleiats evoreclereieroints 230.75 
Mndianaly piteseieities cremersl 91.75 
Dee OWA Mata ae eerciclerchelelatoiorets 71.00 71.00 
TRANG econo ongOdunUeS 99.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee ..... 41.25 10.31 
1—Maryland ......... 314.75 314.75 
Michigan 48.00 22.75 
Midwest $9.00 14.75 
Minnesota 70.40 
Mississippi 11.00 
Nebraska 69.25 
New Jersey 108.75 75.00 
ew York . 485.00 121.25 
North Carolina’ 551.50 
OpVoMe We doenOooS 331.25 55.20 
Pacifie Northwest 31.25 20.00 
Pennsylvania ....... 2,142.00 357.00 
2—Rocky Mountain 20.00 20.00 
South Carolina 362.00 90.50 
Texas 87.50 
Virginia . 373.75 
West Virginia 58.50 22.75 
WVASCONSINI Ciclse cleleietee siaiere 49.50 
$6,034.40 


Intermediate 
Billed Paid 
$5.00 
10.40 

3.80 
12.60 6.30 
35.00 

9.20 
17.80 17.80 

9.50 

4.20 1.05 
45.50 45.50 

6.90 50 

7.80 
20.10 
116.30 29.08 
61.90 
26.50 4.42 

4.50 
200.80 50.20 

.80 80 
30.60 7.65 

7.70 
19.40 

4.00 
11.80 


$1,238.26 $672.10 


$163 30 


KONNAROCK MEDICAL CENTER PROJECT 
March 4, 1938 


Quota 
Northern California ...... $50.00 
Southern California ...... 148.00 
Columbia District ........ 67.00 
Connecticut ..... aetetaleiece tia] 84.00 
TT GSeGEW = oriRonooneocpeT 39.00 
Georgia-Alabama ......... 137.00 
Illinois ...... fete! oaleiaiviare - 398.00 
Indiana. ....ccccccevccecce 134.00 
BOWS Eetow ate ses cielelvie ssletsients woa-00 
LK ERGY © ORR Ar como ontre Od 200.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...... 83.00 
DME acvilamdliiis setaie ctsve-alel elalale?e 511.00 
Dea MICHIGAN! | Ca inis e sie eusialele) si 60.00 
DETASWVESIOY Coiciloie es aitareres 113.00 
Minnesota .seccccicccceses 120.00 
PMIISSISSIDDE Lerelelsicleisieicie's.c ee 22.00 
Nebraska .....scccesseees 217.00 
NNO WEESC VA sisisielaisis.ee/ls'eieta 221.00 
INQ WEY OFC! cisleleec onivisinsic's 835.00 
North Carolina 93 3. sues 961.00 
Erte etarste steireetrn area teres 559.00 
Pacific Northwest feces. 50.00 
Pennsylvania ..........-. 4,053.00 
Rocky Mountain ......... 35.00 
South Carolina .....50+ 729.00 
BleKase sate mersta.clelevcl«laferercis)sre 95.0 
UTS RVEY 6 CORRE DUCE OTe 639.00 
West Virg eee pet 400 
Wisconsin 2.0... ccceccece 89.00 
Intermediate Rally (Spg) 
Tunior Rally (Spg) ...... 


First L. L., Winnipeg.. 
$10,921.00 


Senior 


$18.85 


14.00 
224.00 


30.30 
9.00 


100.24 
73.42 


25.00 
2.50 


3.00 
$1,452.33 


Inter. 


25.00 


10.00 


60.36 


2.00 
18.55 
1.00 


14.00 


$130.91 


Junior 


$27.50 
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1937 DUES OUTSTANDING 
March 5, 1938 


Senior 
Nebraska 


Intermediate 


$16.70 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT. 


January Ist to February 28th, 1938 


Alumni 
Leagu Quot Paid S c Mem 
e uota ai ust, ont. K 
Northern California $25.00 ae 
Southern California 60.00 $5.00 $5.00 
Columbia District . 20.00 
Connecticut ...... 35.00 1.00 1.00 
Blorida: ... susicvewieelee 20.00 5.00 $5.00 
Georgia-Alabama 60.00 8.00 5.00 3.00 
TEHGIS! 0s. a ici ealerarere 155.00 6.00 1.00 $5.00 
Endianay lass naseeis 65.00 1.00 1.00 
Towak Saneeee sles 50.00 4.00 4.00 
IKeasasiy rtencacese 70.00 10.00 10.00 
Kentucky-Tenn. 30.00 
Maryland Tiiiielae ev. 215.00 35.00 30.00 5.00 
Michipangys stare 35.00 
i dwiestitmatersietieteys 40.00 
Minnesota ...0.+¢ 50.00 
Mississippi ....... 10.00 
Nebraska) \ 1... haste 55.00 15.00 15.00 
1—New Jersey 75.00 78.00 40.00 38.00 
News York’ Gastres 325.00 74.00 45.00 14.00 15.00 
North Carolina 370.00 28.00 10.00 3.00 15.00 
Obiogin weiss ices 225.00 12.00 10.00 2.00 
Pacific Northwest . 25.00 5.00 5.00 
Pennsylvania ..... 1435.00 252.50 112.50 65.00 75.00 
Rocky Mountain 15.00 
South Carolina 245.00 14.00 10.00 4.00 
MOKA poeta oiaeve traits 60.00 11.38 10.00 1.38 
Wirginiaien.'</ai.vetsieiels 250.00 37.00 20.00 7.00 10.00 
West Virginia 40.00 
Wisconsin’, ecm. 35.00 5.00 5.00 
GCanadan taux. siemcnee 3.00 3.00 
$609.88 $332.50 $157.38 $120.00 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


February, 1938 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 


CONNECTICUT, total 1 
Otto O. Wagner 
FLORIDA, total 1 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 4 
Rev. George F. Hart 
ILLINOIS, total 2 
Miss Clara Funk, by 
Chicago 
INDIANA, total 1 
Miss Naomi Bodenberg 


IOWA, total 4 
Miss Viola Wass 
William Fahy 
Arlo Ketelsen 
Mrs. Arlo Ketelsen 


KANSAS, total 2 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 


MARYLAND, total 11 
Miss Catherine Sigmund ; 
Incarnation Luther League, Washington 
St. Paul’s Intermediate Luther League, Washington 
Reformation Luther League, Washington 
St. Mark’s Luther League, Hagerstown 
Mrs. C. Harvey Wiedey 
Miss Lelia Niller 

MICHIGAN 

MIDWEST 

MINNESOTA 

MISSISSIPPI 


NEBRASKA, total 3 __ 
St. Luke’s Intermediate Luther League, 


NEW JERSEY, 46 
Miss Ella A. Kaack 
Trinity English Luther League, 
Redeemer Junior Luther League, 
Miss Helen Pivovarnik 
ae Fred Kilgus 
John’s Senior Luther 
Rey Donald F. Irvin 
Rev. Roy L. Yund 
Rev. Joseph W. Kavalek 
Frank S. Custintine 
Wm. Earle Thompson 
Mrs. Margaret L. Rosenbaum 
Miss Edith Thompson 


total 5 


North 


Omaha 


Newark 
Jersey City 


League, Newark 


Austin Senior Luther 


League, 
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Wm. C. Rosenbaum 

Miss Ruth M. Miller_ 

Miss Martha A. Hoffmann 

Miss Estella Whittle 

Miss Florence Bischoff 

Miss Anna E. Petersen 

Miss Mabel Pieffer 

Eugene H. Kelchner 

Trinity Senior Luther League, North Woodbury 
St. John’s Senior Luther League, Westville 


NEW YORK, total 23 
Eastern District Luther League 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Red Hook 
St. John’s Senior Luther League, Syracuse 
Rev. F. W. Teichmann, New York City 
Rev. J. Soler 
Rev. C. G. Toebke 
Rev. Harold S. Miller 
Rev. Wm. E. Brown, D.D 
Rev. Werner Jentsch 
Rev. C. F. Intemann 
Rev. John F. Bauchmann 
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Shineman 
Chester Bryan : 
Memorialized by Ascension 
Franklin Square, L. I. ; 
Gilead Luther League, Center Brunswick 
NORTH CAROLINA, total 7 
Don Mauney 
Mrs. I. L. Conrad hae 
Miss Willie Brown Weaver, Memorialized by Mrs. S. A. Weaver 
Haven Intermediate Luther League, Salisbury 
St. James Luther League, Newton 
OHIO, total 5 


Miss Havana Amos : 
St. John’s Luther League, Zanesville 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 1 
PENNSYLVANIA, total 98 

Miss Mabel J. Becker gly, 

William H. Patrick, Sr., Memorialized by Mrs. Wm. H. 
Patrick and Daughters 

Miss Naomi Bachofer f 

St. Paul’s Junior Luther League, DuBois 

Miss Mary Trent 

Mrs. H. C. Michael 

Rev. H. C. Michael, D.D. 

Mrs. Hazel Gonder 

Wendell C. Lawther 

St. Paul’s Luther League, Numidia ; 

Frank Huth, Memorialized by St. John’s Junior Luther League, 
Nazareth 

Charles Peberdy, Jr. : : 

St. John’s Luther League, 61st and Columbia Ave., Philadelphia 

St. Andrew’s Senior Luther League, Perkasie _ 

Zion Senior Luther League, Olney, Philadelphia 

Harry Hodges 3 , 

Dr. C. P. Harry, by Trinity Junior Luther League, 
Norristown 

S.-E. ied 

Julius Mann _ Hofstetter 

Philadelphia District Luther League 

Miss Susan _M. Kurzenknabe 

Wilson N. Riggs 

Daniel J. Davies 

Freddie L. Gropp_ 

Thomas Harilhy, Jr. 

P. K. Isaac 

Miss Elizabeth M. Stracker 

Canby C. Mammele 

Lester E. Short 

Robert. Burkhard 

Bert Stracker 

Miss Beulah Laverty 

t. Peter’s Junior Luther League, Pittston 

Miss Martha Gessner, by St. John’s Luther League, Leck Kill 

E. G. Hoover 

Francis C. 

Peter P. Hagan 

St. John’s Luther League, Slatington 

Miss Edna Stricker 

Miss Elizabeth C. Klein 

Trinity Luther League, Harrisburg 

Sister Georgia Bushman 

Grace Senior Luther League, Royersford 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

SOUTH CAROLINA, total 6 
Redeemer Luther League, Newberry 
Miss Fredricks Lilenthal 

TEXAS, total 3 

VIRGINIA, total 11 
First English Intermediate Luther League, Richmond 
Miss Mildred Coiner 
Miss Mary Emma Conrad 
Miss Mildred Conrad 
St. Martin’s Luther League, Quicksburg 
Salem Luther League, Parrottsville 
Miss Thelma Graham 

WISCONSIN, total 1 

WEST VIRGINIA 


CANADA, total 3 
Miss Martha L. Ruccius 


Intermediate Luther League, 
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God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly. 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 


as truly 


As in His Heaven 
— Whittier 


Memorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 


Miss Winnie, Brown Weaver 


Memorialized by Mrs. S. A. Weaver 


Mr. Chester Bryan 
Memorialized by Ascension Intermediate Luther League, 
Franklin Square, 


Mr. William _H. Patrick, Sr. ; 
Memorialized by Mrs. Wm. H. Patrick, Sr., and Daughters 


Mr. Frank Huth 
Memorialized by St. John’s Junior Luther League, Nazareth 


Estonia has quite a large Swedish population. Swed- 
ish pastors from Sweden during times past have served 
these Swedish congregations in Estonia and their ex- 
penses have been paid mainly by the home Church in 
Sweden. Now the Consistory of the Estonian Lutheran 
Church has passed a decree that no Swedish pastor can 
serve in Estonia unless he becomes a citizen of Estonia. 


Nationalism is the cause of the decree. 
SVENSK KYRKOTIDNING 


A warning has been issued conjointly by 122 social 
agencies of New York City to girls who are anxious to 
come to New York to find work. They are strongly 
urged to stay away unless they have sufficient funds to 
live on for at, least a year. No doubt similar conditions 
exist in other large cties. The warning emphasizes the 
difficulty of finding employment and consequent danger 
of exploitation. 


Turkey is to get a new religion. Turkey has been 
the strongest of the Mohammedan nations. The Sultan 
of Turkey was the calif of the Mohammedans of every 
land, just as the Pope in Rome was the head of the 
Roman Catholics in all the world. The new Turkey is 
not officially Mohammedan any longer. It must have a 
religion. It will make for itself a new religion. A book 
has been lately published at Istanbul (Constantinople) 
on this subject. The book says that Islam (Moham- 
medanism) does not meet the needs of Turkey and its 
national character. A truly national, Turkish, perfect 
religion must recognize evolution. Islam cannot be 
modernized, although some of its good features can be 
taken over into the new religion. The new religion will 
not be Christianity. Christianity and Mohammedanism 
must both be crushed and removed. Instead of Church 
services for worship and edification, the plan is to sub- 
stitute the singing of national hymns instead. One 
thing is sure, that Turkey’s new religion will not be the 


last new religion. KRISTELIG PRESSEKONTOR 
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WHAT THE CHURCH ASKS OF YOUTH 
(By Miss Edna Monk, Elmwood, Ontario, Canada) 

The youth of today must appreciate the privileges 
the Church offers to them. In comparison with other 
social and welfare organizations, we find that none asks 
so much of youth, or gives so much in return, as the 
Church. 

Christ is the Head of the Church and He asks of 
youth, as recorded in Hebrews 10:25, “Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another and so much the more, as 
ye see the day approaching;” also in Colossians 3:16, 
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis- 
dom, teaching and, admonishing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in 
your hearts to the Lord.” This commands Church at- 
tendance. Prepare to be present at the services in God’s 
house by obtaining sufficient rest prior to the day’s wor- 
ship, in order that you may arrive on time, with a re- 
freshed mind ready to meditate on the word of God. 
Endeavor to bring others with you to join in the servie. 
Worship reverently and foster a spirit of friendliness 
with fellow-worshippers. Assist strangers in becoming 
familiar with the service. Help them to know that your 
Christ is their Christ. 

The Church asks youth to be a living example of 
their faith, through constant communion with Christ. 
This includes daily Bible reading, prayer, singing and 
memorizing hymns and the use of other devotional guides. 
These will strengthen your faith to aid some soul to seek 
the kingdom of God. May your mission be winning 
others for the Church. 

At Confirmation we promised to remain faithful to 
the teachings of the Church. Let us ever be loyal to our 
vow, and speak the pleasantest truths about the Church, 
Pray for the pastor, Church leaders, missionaries and 
Church organizations. The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much. 
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Cooperate with the members of the congregation; 
endeavor to develop unity. Don’t form cliques; work 
together for God. Financially, the Church needs your 
support. Come youth! heed the call to supply this urgent 
need. Money given for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom 
is devoted to a worthy cause, 

The Church issues interesting periodicals concern- 
ing the work of the Church. This is a means of inform- 
ing the youth of the needs of the Church. If we are not 
familiar with the needs of the Church, we will not be 
equipped to meet that need. Study to show thyself a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed. 

The Church college offers excellent facilities for 
Christian training, preparing youth for Christian leader- 
ship. Students do well to consider the Church institu- 
tions in choosing their vocation. She demands the highest 
type of character for the ministry and diaconate. In 
your local congregation you may be asked to assist the 
pastor, teach Sunday School, lead in Luther League, sing 
in the choir. Whatever your life work may be, follow 
God’s will, building a life as pure and noble as is humanly 
possible, 

The Church invites youth to partake of the Lord’s 
supper for the remission of sins, life and salvation and in 
remembrance of Christ. Youth is asked to accept this 
gift from God whenever it is administered at the service. 

By meeting the requests of the Church our lives 
and others will be enriched and ennobled in the service 
of Christ. 


The Board of Directors of the Christian Students’ 
Association of Norway selected six students to repre- 
sent Norway on a tour to Iceland, There they will meet 
in conferences and conventions and do personal work 
among the students of Iceland. Dr. O. Hallesby, well 
known professor and writer, will accompany the stu- 
dents and will address the University of Reykjavik and 


other assemblies. : __pRA KIRKE OG ORGANISASJON 
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Topics Department=Senior, Intermediate, Junior 
SENIOR TOPICS FOR APRIL 


MONTHLY THEME: GOD IN MY LIFE 


April 3, 1938 
Passion Sunday 


“SUFFERING WITH AND FOR CHRIST” 
I Peter 4312-16 
(By Rev. William J. Ducker, Macon, Ga.) 


Program 


Musical Prelude (CSB 100, played slowly and softly) 

Hymn: “The Son of God Goes Forth To War” (PSH 291) 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 91 

Shh (See Collects and Prayers in the CSB, Nos 12, 31, 41 and 


Hymn: “Jesus, I My Cross Have os (PSH 300) 

Scripture Reading: I Peter pate 12-1 

Presentation of the Topic: “Suffering With and For Christ” 

Discussion of Topic: (Let the leader select pertinent questions 
which may be answered from the material cited) 

Intercessory prayers for the world’s persecuted ones 


Phe Offering 
“tne ciosmg hymn: “He Leadeth Me; O Blessed Thought” 


(PSH, 304) ; . 
Other Hymn selections suitable: ‘‘Art ahee Weary, Art Thou 
Languid’ (66), “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” (196), “I 


Need Thee Every Hour’ (236), ‘‘God Is Love” (256), “Chris- 


tian, Dost Thou See Them” (296), “If God Himself Be for 
Me” (303) 
Suggested Bible Readings 


John 15:20, 21. Jesus predicted the treatment “the twelve” 
would receive at the hands of their generation and explained the 


reason why it would be so. Are thece words not applcable to 
Christ ans in many parts of the world ted>-? 

Matthew 5:11, 12. ‘There is a double emphasis here, to be 
noted. The first, on ‘‘falsely;’’ the second, on ‘tor my sake.’’ These 


were wo d3 of encouragement to the first centurv disciples who held 
the prophets in high esteem. It would seem that persecution put 
them “in the goodly fellowship of the prophets.” 

Acts 5:25-34, 38-41. Peter and John early experienced the 
suffering for Christ which their Lord had predicted. Not a word 
of complaint emerged from their lips. Rather, they rejoiced that they 
were “counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.’ 

II Corinthians 11:23-33. When Paul was Saul the Church 
knew him as the arch persecutor. However, when Saul become 
Paul, the persecutor became the persecuted, the wrath of many 
being loosed against him. These verses outline the suffering to 
which he was subjected as a preacher of Christ. 

II Corinthians 1:7. Despite his great suffering, Paul found a 
grace of Christ sufficient fer his every need. Out of the_ fiery 
crucible of his own experience came this truth: where suffering 
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for Christ abounds, there His grace of consolation much more 
abounds. As he knew this true in his own experience, he knew it 
would be true in the experience of the Christians at Corinth. 

Philippians 1:29. (See Goodspeed translation) Paul views 
suffering for Christ as a special privilege and so interprets their 
experience to his greatly beloved Philippians. 

Romans 8:17. To suffer for Christ is to share ‘‘the fellow- 
ship of His sufferings.”’ And the sufferers with Him shall also 
share glorification with Him at the last. The promise is: “Be thou 
faithful unto death and I will give thee the crown of life.” 


What an offense to the disciples—and Peter in par- 
ticular—was Jesus’ announcement of the suffering He 
must endure. A suffering Messiah did not harmonize 
with their expectations of what the Deliverer should be 
like. Read Mark’s account (Mark 8:31-33) of that event, 
remembering that it was from Peter himself that Mark 
later got the material for his gospel. 


Peter, Mature Christian 

By the time of our writing of this epistle of Peter’s, 
from which our lesson comes, thirty years and more had 
passed. They had been very eventful years for the 
apostle Peter. Not only had the Passion, the Resur- 
rection, the Ascension and Pentecost, in each of which 
Peter figured so largely, all passed, but years of fruit- 
ful service in the ministry of the living Christ had been 
spent by Peter. No longer was he that impetuous dis- 
ciple that he was at first, but he had become that spirit- 
possessed and stable Christian man that had been be- 
tokened by the name Peter, which his Lord had given 
him. 

Peter, Faithful Pastor 

No longer was Peter offended by the thought of 
a suffering Messiah. He had been an eye-witness of 
those things. Now the Holy’ Spirit was his Teacher to 
bring all things to his remembrance and to interpret 
them for him. He now saw clearly that the disciple 
would be as his Lord; that suffering also would be the 
lot of the disciples of Christ. So he writes “to the 
elect who are sojourners of the dispersion,” that is, 
Jewish Christians dispersed by persecution through 
many lands, in order to encourage them in the midst 
of the “fiery trials’ through which they were passing 
and were to pass. 


Suffering to be Expected 

Peter would have his readers know that the expe- 
rience through which they were to pass was not “‘some- 
thing strange,” but rather to be expected. Having been 
baptized into Jesus Christ, they had become united to 
Him. They should expect to partake of His sufferings, 
even as they counted on the blessed benefits of His 
death and resurrection. Paul expresses the same truth 
in Romans 6:4-13. To Timothy he writes, after making 
mention of his own afflictions, “all that will live godly 
in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” 

Let, then, no Christian think when he is called to 
pass through the “fiery trial” that Christ knows not of 
it, or that his Lord has forsaken him. Let him know 
for a surety that his Lord is truly with him in his af- 
fliction' endured for His sake. God permits these things 
to come upon us for the proving of our faith (I Peter 
1:7). It is the faith that endures, having stood the test 
and been approved, that shall receive “the end of faith,” 
salvation. 

The very fact that one may “suffer as a Christian,” 
not justly for wrongs which he has committed, gives 
proof of his fellowship with Christ. “If ye were of the 
world, the world would love his own.” (John 15:19) 
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Such an one knows “the fellowship of His sufferings” 
and will also know “the power of His resurrection” im 
newness of life here and hereafter. 

What a great difference a few years: make! Twen- 
ty-five years ago or thereabouts, the reading of this 
lesson would have seemed to lack specific application 
to the then contemporary scene, Christians had come 
on complacent days. “The world,’ essentially no dif- 
ferent then from what it was in the first century, did 
not care enough to afflict those who called themselves 
Christians. Lo, the change that has come over large 
portions of the civilized world! Let us look at at least 
one instance of the change that has come to pass. 


In Russia 

We mention Russia first because it was there that 
the Red Revolution made the first great difference for 
multitudes of professing Christians. The overthrow of 
the Czar and the monarchy resulted in the establish- 
ment of Marxist Communism and a dictatorship whose 
power over life and property is much like that of the 
Czars. Communism is a politico-economic philosophy 
of life which is at variance with all religion. Both its 
first and second Five-Year Plans give place to a con- 
certed movement to utterly destroy the Churches. Stalin 
has declared that “every religion must be liquidated.” 
Property of the Churches has, in many instances, been 
confiscated and turned into museums of the godless, 
factories, club houses or barns, depending upon the size 
of the building and the immediate purposes of the 
Soviet. 3 

What the Soviets have done to Christians may be 
judged by the status of the priests of the Orthodox 
Church. Of the 50,000 pastors, only a few have been 
allowed to continue their duties, and then under severe 
restrictions. Others fulfill their office secretly, support- 
ing themselves in the meantime by manual and clerical 
labor. Persecution and the threat of martyrdom are 
their constant companions. 


Lutherans in Russia 

The situation of the Lutheran Church in Russia 
is similar. In 1914 there were 230 Lutheran pastors, 
800 congregations and about 1,100,000 communicants. 
In April, 1936, the report was: At present, 83 pastors 
remain, 47 of whom are exiles and slaves in Siberia, 
or digging canals near the White Sea, Of the 36 re- 
maining, only 14 can be definitely located, but none is 
known to have denied the faith. The report as of Janu- 
ary, 1938, is: ‘According to Bishop Malmgren, who 
formerly conducted the Lutheran Seminary in Lenin- 
grad, there are but four Lutheran pastors left in Russia, 
who are permitted to function in a very limited way.” 


Count of Modern Martyrs 

The number of modern martyrs of the Christian 
faith is variously estimated. Dr. Morehouse, editor of 
“The Living Church,” in 1936, estimated that while 
about 129,000 Christians perished in the persecutions of 
the first three centuries, nearly 200,000 had been mar- 
tyred for their Christian faith in modern times. Other 
estimates run, as’ high as ten times that number. Spain, 
more recently, has contributed 500,000 additional deaths, 
it is reported. 

If “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
Church,” then from this new and lavish sowing a rich 
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harvest should be expected in the future. Professor 
Serge Boulakoff, of the Russian Orthodox Seminary in 
Paris, has said: “Real religion in Russia is more vital 
today than most people realize.” However, the sup- 
pression of organized Christianity continues unabated, 
with 612 more Churches closed during 1937. 


Some Encouragement Given 

Reporting the August, 1937, sessions of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Lutheran World Convention, 
Dr. A. R. Wentz, writes: “Dr. Lilje (Executive Secre- 
tary of the Lutheran World Convention, with offices in 
Berlin, Germany) sees in the present disturbed condi- 
tions a period of genuine blessing. True, the Churches 
in practically every country are confronted with serious 
difficulties, but already there are clear indications of 
positive benefits from the present disturbances. While 
Christianity is being sorely tested in many quarters, it 
is also being purged and established. The influence of 
secularism in the Churches is now definitely on the de- 
cline. A whole line of facts point to a revival of in- 
terest in the Church and the Bible as sure objective 
bases of life in a day of uncertainty.” 


Some Questions for Discussion 

1. From what source is our nation’s gravest dan- 
ger? From whom? 

2. Is there any evidence of anti-Christian feeling 
on the part of any group in this country? 

3. Have you ever consciously suffered for your 
Christian convictions? Relate an instance. 

4. Who are those most likely to suffer in 1938 in 
America? How? 

5. Is death, or martyrdom, the only form of suf- 
ering for one’s faith? What about living for ones’ faith? 

6. Is “the world” of our day any more friendly to 
the Christian than it was in apostolic days? 

7. Do you believe that our generation will be called 
upon to suffer for Christ as the past several have not? 
Why? 

The life-story of an estimable Christian man, who 
dared to stand by his convictions at a time when his 
position was exceedingly unpopular, is set forth in a 
volume published by Harper Brothers under the title, 
“Character Bad.” The young man in question was a 
“conscientious objector” during the World War and 
suffered the penalty of imprisonment at the hands of 
his government. The book gets its title from the ap- 
probrius words which appeared on his discharge papers. 
(Read it and have someone tell the story in brief at 
the meeting.) 


Supplementary, Topic Material 


Suggestion: Phrase leading questions concerning the suffering 
of Christians in certain countries. Have them answered from the 
material cited. All the material listed is from The Lutheran, date 
and title of each is given herewith: 


Concerning Russia 


Communism and the Christian Student—April 1, 
Just When Russian Atheism—April 1, 1937 
Religious Revival in, Russia—July 14, 1937 
The Lutheran Church in Russian Ingria—August Tip 
The Status of Religion in_Russia—October 6, 1937 
Persecution of Religion Proceeds Apace in ’Russia—Nov.. 17, 1937 
The Soviet Terror pee At Last Reached—December 22, 1937 

The Soviet Association of Godless Youth—January 26, 1938 


1937 


1937 


Concerning Germany 
“The Church Situation in Germany,’”’ M. Reu—September 1, 8, 15, 
7 


» 193 
Chaplains of the German Army Are Reported—December 8, 1937 


. Presentation of the Topic: 
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Nazi Storm Troops Have Received An Order—December 15, 1937 
Germany’s Church Problems—December 29, 1937 

No One Can Deny That Nazi -Officialdom—February 2, 1938 
Church and State Relationship in Germany—February 2) 1938 


Concerning Mexico 
Mexico’s Church Problem—March 18, 1937 


Concerning Turkey 
Like All Totalitarian Countries—August 25, 1937 


General 
The List of Living Deities Is Growing—April 18, 1937 


April 10, 1938 
Palm Sunday 


“DECIDING FOR CHRIST” 
Acts 8:35-38 
(By Rev. William J. Ducker, Macon, Ga.) 


Program 
Musical Prelude: Play impressively Hymn 72 in PSH 
Hymn: “When, His Salvation Bringing” 
Use opening sentences for Lent: Page 17, 
Prayer: Collects and Prayers in the PSH, Nos. 
Scripture Reading: Acts 8$:35-38 
Hymn: “I Was Made a Christian” (PSH, 126) 
“Deciding for Christ”? 
Discussion of the Topic: Suggested questions at end 
Intercessory prayers for those who have not yet decided for Christ. 
on each to pray for someone by name who has not accepted 
rist, 
The Offering 
The Closing Hymn: ‘‘Who Is On The Lord’s Side?’ (PSH, 159) 
Other Suitable Hymn Selections: ‘‘Jesus, and Shall It Ever Be” 
(63), “O Jesus, I Have Promised” (155), ‘“My God, Accept 
My Heart This Day” (147), “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 


29, 35, 46 


(211), “I Love Thy Zion, Lord” (131) 
Suggested Bible Readings 
John 6:36-40. Even when visibly confronted by Christ many 


did not accept Him. Jesus said, ‘‘No man can come to me, ex- 
cept the Father which hath sent me draw him.’’ Many resisted His 
drawing power and rejected Christ. But to those who believed He 
gave “everlasting life.” 

Acts 1:8; 9's) 2236-42; 
men were to continue the task of confronting men with Christ. 
was the special mission of the apostles. 
dispensation of the Spirit. Peter’s sermon on that day moved many 
to faith in Christ. Primarily through the preaching of the Word 
many have been led to faith through the years. 

John 20:31. In these words John sets forth the purpose of his 
book. And what a great purpose it is—to lead men to faith in 
Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God. It is also true that that is the 
main purpose of all the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. 
To the Jews Jesus said, * Search the scriptures Secu, odor they! are 
they which testify of me.” Paul wrote, “The holy scriptures .. . 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.” 

John 12:42, 43. These verses record a sad story. Those re- 
ferred to believed, but had not the courage to confess their faith. 
They were men- -pleasers. To them these words of Jesus apply: 
“He that denieth me before men, him will I also deny before my 
Father in heaven.” To keep one’s decision for Christ (a_secret is to 
court personal ruin through final loss of saving faith. “‘For witb the 
heart man_ believeth unto righteousness ; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.” 

Matthew 16:13-16. These verses record what is known as 
Peter’s great confession. Peter was the spokesman on this oc- 
casion, as on so many, but we are not to think that the confession 
which Peter uttered was not concurred in by the other apostles. 
John 6:69 is the record of Peter’s second confession and it is 
clearly evident that he speaks for the group in this forthright and 
emphatic statement. 

John 13:12-17. Jesus set forth the service standard of_great- 
ness, a new standard for men of rank. In His own life He ex- 
emplified the same thing, not counting Himself too good to render 
the lowliest service. The incident in the upper room at the time 
of the Last Supper is a case in point. 

Acts 1:8. These words had their first application to those who 
heard them spoken by Christ. However, if that great work is to 
continue and spread to earth’s remotest part, there must be a per- 
son to person spread of the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. That is 
witnessing for Him, a responsibility which rests upon each individual 
Christian. 


Deciding for Christ is both the culmination of a 
series of events and the beginning of a new series of 
episodes in the life of the person deciding the issue. Let 
us view our topic from this two-fold point of view. First, 
deciding for Christ as the end and climax of one series 
of events in the life of an individual. ! 


His Personal Challenge 
Everyone must first be confronted with Christ be- 
fore the alternative of choice becomes possible. During 


After our Lord’s ascension spirit-filled 
This 
Pentecost ushered in the 
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“the days of His flesh” and for the space of about 
three years when Fle prosecuted His public ministry 
He personally confronted men face to face. They could 
both see Him and hear with the natural ear the words 
which came from Ilis lips. He could personally urge 
His claim upon them and challenge them to accept Him 
Messiah, However, “the days of His flesh” 
were very brief, With [His visible removal from the 
world at the Ascension another method of confronting 


as. their 


men with Christ was made necessary, 


The World Presents His Challenge 


From earliest times the Christian Church has be- 


lieved that with the 
Christ in the preaching of the Gospel, To present Flim 
Him 


men are confronted inescapable 
has been the burden. of 
The Word read and 
then the Gospel preached by Vhilip, the deacon, was the 
means by which the Ethiopian eunuch was confronted 
with Christ. He was a devout proselyte of Judaism who 
sought an understanding of the propheey of Isaiah, Di- 
vine providence had provided a trustworthy interpreter 
Philip, “who was full of the Holy 


and humanity’s hope in 
Christian preaching for centuries, 


for the cunueh in 
Ghost and wisdom,” who was on the scene at the op- 
portune moment. ‘hus before the writing of our pres 
ent gospel records, on the basis of the Old Testament 
promises, a layman preached Christ, who is the Gospel. 


The Spirit Uses the Word 
Neither the 
preacher would have been enough, 
strument of the Spirit of God in’ setting forth the 
Word of truth to the eunuch, Now that we have the 
completed Bible, the Word read or preached is the in- 
strument of the Spirit to bring to men the grace of 
God. We Lutherans speak of the Word as the chief 
means of grace. We mean that by it the Holy Spirit 
convicts men of sin, confronts them with Christ as their 
only Saviour, and calls them to faith in Him, impart- 
ing to them enabling grace, 


knowledge nor the ability of the 
Philip was the in- 


Accepting Christ 

When one decides for Christ he simply ceases to 
resist the working of the Spirit in him and yields himself 
to Him (Christ) to whom the Spirit witnesseth, Then, 
deciding for Christ means to accept what Christ has 
provided for us and all mankind—redemption, ‘To de- 
cide for Christ is to accept Him as one’s own Saviour, 
to commit one’s self to Him in absolute confidence that 
He has effected full salvation for him, It means the 
forsaking of all such feeling as, “I am not so bad,” “I 
am as good as so-and-so and a lot better,” “I give to 
the poor and needy,” and so on ad infinitum, as attempts 
at self-justification before God. To decide for Christ 
means that I place all my trust, confidence, hope and 
assurance of salvation not in any merit or worthiness 
within me, or in any good deeds I may have done or 
perhaps will do, but solely and only in the righteous- 
Christ. 

The details of the sermon Philip preached to the 
eunuch are not preserved for us in the scriptural ac- 
count of the incident that happened in the desert near 
Gaza that day of long ago. However, from what is re- 
corded we may easily conclude what the outline of 
Philip's message must have been. He preached re- 


ness of 
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pentence, faith in Christ as the only Saviour, and bap- 
tism in His Name. And the Spirit’s working, through 
Philip’s preaching, was effectual in the eunuch for he 
came to saving faith in Christ and was baptized, 

So far we have examined deciding for Christ as the 
climax of a series of events, namely, being convicted of 
sin by the Holy Spirit, being confronted with Christ 
by the Spirit, and having the grace of Christ imparted. 
Now let us view our topic as the beginning of another 
series of events in the life of the believer. 

Confessing Christ 

One who has truly arrived at a decision for Christ 
and come to saving faith in Him will want to confess 
that glorious fact before men. Rarely, if ever, is secret 
discipleship worthy discipleship, There is no such thing 
as deciding for Christ and keeping that decision per- 
manently seeret, Christ expects that those who decide 
for Tlim shall confess Him publicly. Tle has said, “He 
that confesseth Me before men, him will I also confess 
before my lather which ig in heaven.’ And further, 
“Tle that denieth Me before men, him will I also deny 
hefore my Father in heaven.” ‘The earnest believer not 
only wants to make confession of Christ once he has de- 
cided for Him but he wants to join up with those others 
who have confessed Christ and take his place on their 
side. In short, this means that he will unite with the 
Church, before which he will make his profession, in 
which his faith will be regularly nurtured, and through 
which opportunities for proclaiming Christ will be abun- 
dantly offered, 

The Relation of Baptism 

When one has decided for Christ and signified his 
intention to confess that faet before men, he is admitted 
to the Sacrament of Hloly Baptism, in which the grace 
of Christ is personally assured to him, His baptism 
thenceforth becomes to him the seal of his new relation- 
ship, that of a child to his heavenly Father, which the 
Holy Spirit has effected, : 


More Than Getting 

Many are enthusiastically eager thus: far. They 
have been on the receiving line of things, getting Christ's 
salvation, the assurance of God’s grace and continuing 
love, These walk away from the font or the altar like 
a man who puts a receipt in his wallet and then forgets 
about it. In order to get these precious things, one 
must give all he has, Nothing can be withheld, Sur- 
render is the word used to describe this yielding of 
one’s self to Christ. Not only is He one’s Saviour but 
He also Lord and Master. ‘This sur- 
render means not defeat but becomes the gateway to 
victorious living in Christ for the believer. 


becomes one’s 


Christian Living 

Accepting Christ’s Lordship of one’s life is also 
involved in the acceptance of His Saviourhood and the 
salvation He provides for me, One gives himself to 
Christ to get it back a changed life, greatly enhanced in 
its strength and beauty, with an outlook on living that 
is utterly different from that which is prevalent in the 
world round about. It is to be feared that many draw 
back at the thought of giving their life, if they ever 
had such a thought, and they are obsessed with the 
thought of getting alone. In truth their lives remain 
much as they always were. It is to be wondered if much 
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of our old-time evangelism was not responsible for this 
misconception. 

To decide for Christ is to accept Him and His way 
of living. Only then is one a practicing Christian. The 
principles and spirit of Christ are the pattern and ex- 
ample after which their own lives are to be fashioned. 
That has never been an easy thing to do. Perhaps it 
has never been harder to accomplish than at this junc- 
ture of the world’s history because there has never been 
the extensive emphasis upon man’s dealing with man 
in a civilization as complex as that of today, The social 
obligations of the Christian Gospel have come in for 
more thoughtful consideration today and under widely 
different circumstances than ever before. The simple 
life of first century Palestine has given way to the com- 
plex and confusing life of the western world today. 
Without Christ's constant aid these things would be 
beyond the possibility of achievement for the Christian. 
But we “have His aid and interest in everything” (Mof- 
fatt, Romans 8:28), 

Christian Work 

To decide for Christ means to decide to work with 
Him. Yes, we are saved from sin by Him and saved to 
serve with Him, Recall Luther’s matchless explanation 
of the purpose of our salvation as expressed ih the 
meaning of the second article of the Apostles’ Creed, 
namely, “in orden that I might be His, live under Him 
in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteous- 
ness, innocence and blessedness.” ‘To serve Him means 
to serve with Him, for those who serve Him have the 
assurance of His continuing presence in the words, 
“And, lo, I am with you alway.” No sooner has the 
Spirit called one to Christ through the Gospel and that 
one hears His precious, ‘Come unto Me,” that he also 
hears the command, “Go.” Even as Jesus came into the 
world “not to be ministered tnto, but to minister,” so 
also the service standard is the mark of true greatness 
for all in His kingdom, 

It is the common responsibility of all Christians to 
support the work of the kingdom by their prayers and 
their gifts. And this latter cannot be emphasized too 
much. But it is likewise the gracious privilege and 
solemn responsibility of all believers to bear witness to 
Christ, their Saviour, in their walk and conversation, 
We have trusted too long to the cloquence of life 
alone to witness to Him. It is high time that to the 
witness of our lives we add the spoken word in con- 
formity therewith. This is your great work and mine, to 
lead others to Christ. Since we have decided for Him 
we must want others to make the same important de- 
cision for Him and to take their place in the ranks of 
those who serve with Him. 


Questions for Discussion 

1. How important is the matter of making a de- 
cision for Christ? 

2. How may people be led to make such a de- 
cision? 

3. What is the nature of personal work? 

4. How may all help in bringing others to Christ? 

5. How effective is preaching in confronting men 
with Christ? 

6. Was your League given assistance to your Pas- 
tor in bringing others to the point of making a decision 
for Christ? 
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7. How many un-Christian young people are there 
in the circle of your acquaintance? Ever tried to in- 
fluence them for God? 

8. What is the program of your congregation with 
respect to evangelism? 

9, Make plans to render definite assistance as a 
League in carrying out this program, 

10, Have Pastor explain the relation of the 
to Confirmation, 


topic 


For Additional Reading 
“The Christ Who Is All"—A, J. Traver CULPE) Chapters 2, 
3, 4, 8, 6 
“What Lutherans 
Lecture 1X 
“Lutheran Patth and 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16 
“The Way of Salvation in the Lutheran 
berding (ULPH) Chapters XXIV, 
“Lutheran Fundamentals’=—G. I, 
_ Chapters X and XII 
“Truth and Life’—O, Bred Nolde (ULPIL) Chapters 3 and 5 


Believe’—W, FE, Schramm (L, B. Concern) 


Life’—M, Reu (Ll, B, Concern) Chapters 
Church’ —G, HH, 
XXV, XXVI 
Gerberding (A, B, 


Ger- 


Concern) 


April 17, 1938 
Easter Sunday 
“OUR HOPE IN CHRIST” 


Romans 15:13 


(By Rev. William J, Ducker, Macon, Ga.) 
Program 
Musical Prelude (A Medley of Easter Carols) 
Hymn: “The World Itself Keeps Kaster Day” (PSH, 91) 
Responsive Reading: Use Baster versicles in PSI (Paye 13) with 
Gloria Patri 


Prayer: Collects No, 11 and 12 in the PSH, or in the CSB Os. 
“4, 8, 27, 30, 37 i ce 

Seripture Reading: Romans 15:13; 1 Corinthians 

Solo: “Open the Cates of the Semple” foyos @ Ch 
Redeemer Liveth’'—HHandel 

Presentation of the Topic: (See 
end, Assign to individuals 
meeting, ) 

Hymn: “I Know That My Redeemer ives’ (PSH, 193) 

The Offerings 

Hymn: “Christ, the Lord 

A Benediction: 


1511-23 
Know ‘That My 


questions for 


discussion at the 
ahead of i 


time for answering at 


Ig Risen Today” (PSH, 82) 

Now the God of peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect im every good work to do Sis will, working in you 
that which is well-pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; 
to Whom be glory forever and ever. Amen,” (Hebrews 14:20) 

Other Suitable Hymns: Waster Hymns in the CSB, 108-119; in 
the PSH, 81-95. Also in the CSB, 356, 366, 373. 


Suggested Bible Readings 


_ Matthew 28:1-8. With all the straightforwardness and sim- 
plicity of genuine truthfulness the writer sets forth that great 
truth of the Christian religion, the Resurrection of Christ from 


the dead. Not faney, but fact is reeorded here and elsewhere in 
the New Testament concerning the great 
“first day of the week” in the long ago, 

I Corinthians 15:12-1% The importance of the 
fact ig here brought to the reader's attention, The awful con- 
sequences which would follow, were it untrue, are outlined by 
the apostle Paul, If Christ arose not, then the claims He made 
for Himeelt are proven false and our “faith is vain.” We are yet 
in our sings, A dead Lord is no Lord at all. But the ever 
glorious fact is, Christ arose. We are yvedeemed, We is our most 
worthy Lord and Master. In Elim, we, too, shall arise to the life 
immortal, 

Acts 23:6. From Matthew 28:11-15 we learn that the 
soldiers who kept the wateh at the tomb of Jesus gave to the 
chief priests the simple truth of what happened in the garden. 
The elders, quickly perceiving that the spread of this truth would 
mean their own Cake bought off the soldiers with large sums 
of money and commanded them to say that Jesus’ digciples stole 
away Hig dead body while they slept, The resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead beeame the burden of the apostles’ preaching and 
the reason why they were so bitterly opposed by the Jewish au- 
thorities everywhere. Acts 23:6 records an instance of how Paul 
way treated because of his preaching of the fact, 

Romans 511-5, (See Goodspeed) Paul taught that the 
Christian’s hope was in Christ. Despite his outward circumstances, 
that hope should not only make him unashamed, but should 
make him rejoice in the assurance that the day would come when 
he would share the glory of God, 

Colossiang 1.21-23. Our salvation is in Christ. Te hath ree- 
onciled us to God “in the body of His flesh through death.” | This 
is the “hope of the gospel.” There is no other hope for man’s 
galvation. Christ’s is the “only Name under heaven whereby we 
must be saved.” If we abide steadfast in this faith, our hope 
shall be fully realized in the end, 

I Thessalonians 4:13-15. Death is the common experience of 
all that is human, For those who are bereft of a loved one it is 


event of that memorable 


resurrection 
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a hard experience. The pains of parting are very real. But the 
grief of the Christian, occasioned by the death of his loved 
ones who die in the Lord, should be of a far different kind than 
“others who have no hope.’ Our belief in ‘“‘the 


that of those 
should serve to 


resurrection of the dead; and the life everlasting” 
Sweeten our sorrow. 

Peter 1:3-5. The resurrection of Christ on the first Easter 
morn meant the re-birth of those who had despaired as His death 
came on Calvary, the third day before. When Christ died, hops 
died in the breasts of the apostles. But when Christ arose, as 
Peter, himself one of the despairers, here sets forth, “they were 
begotten again unto a lively hope.” 


This is Easter Day, the world’s greatest day. On 
it the most significant event in human history came to 
pass. Were it not for the resurrection of Christ, such a 
topic as the one we have for our present discussion 
would be utterly impossible. The following poem by an 
unknown author expresses the fact very aptly: 


He died! 
And with Him perished all that men hold dear; 
Hope lay beside Him in the sepulchre, 
Love grew corse cold, and all things 
Died when He died... 


beautiful beside 


He rose! 

And with Him hope arose, and Life and Light. 

Men said, “Not Christ but Death died yesternight,” 

And joy and truth and all things virtuous 

Rose when He rose. 

The Resurrection Fact 

In all ancient history there is no better authenti- 
cated fact than that on the third day after His decease 
at Jerusalem, the tomb in which Jesus had been laid was 
found empty, the stone rolled away. “The women re- 
ported the body gone. The apostles came and found it 
was no longer there. The soldiers acknowledged that 
the tomb was empty and the body was not to be found. 
The Jewish authorities believed it. The Roman authori- 
ties believed it. The women thought that His enemies 
had taken Him! away. The Jews reported that His dis- 
ciples had stolen Him. All agreed that the sepulcher 
was empty on the third day. Anybody could go and 
see for himself. All were assured on that point,’ writes 
the late Dr. Doremus Hayes in his book, “The Resur- 
rection Fact.” 

No theory devised by man is adequate to explain 
that fact. Nothing but the simple story of the gospel 
records is sufficient to account for the empty tomb on 
the first Easter morn. In a word, that interpretation is 
resurrection from the dead. Nearly twenty centuries 
of Christian history are based upon the fact as inter- 
preted by the first century disciples of Jesus. The origin, 
spread and growth of the Christian Church would have 
been utterly impossible without it. 


The Fact Interpreted 

Important as is the death of Christ when con- 
sidered in the light of His subsequent resurrection, it 
would be but an incident in the life of a good man 
were it not for the resurrection. The death of a good 
man may be deplored by his friends, but the decease of 
no mere man, however good, could effect the salvation 
of the world. Had Jesus not risen from the dead, He 
would have been proven a mere man and not “the Son 
of God.” All His claims would have fallen flat. The 
accusation of the Jews against Him would have turned 
out to be true, and as a “blasphemer” He would have 
been worthy of death. But the fact is Christ arose. And 
His coming forth from the tomb proclaimed Him the 
Victor over sin, death and the grave. His resurrection 
was the final seal upon His Messiahship and the proof 
of His Lordship, And now He lives the Lord of life. 
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It was a handful of despairing disciples who saw 
Him die on Calvary’s cross. There was no thought of 
the probability of resurrection to cheer them. His words 
concerning it had been too deep for them. They were 
dull pupils. With no other thought than that they 
would find His dead body and complete with their own 
hands the ministry of love so hastily ended on Friday 
when His body was placed in the tomb, the women 
went to the tomb on the first Easter morn. All had had 
high hopes of what He would do. But with His death 
came the death of their hopes. However, His glorious 
resurrection, wholly unexpected as it was to them, meant 
the rebirth of their hopes in Him. 

Read what Peter, once one of the despairing dis- 
ciples, later wrote (I Peter 1:3-5): “Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which ac- 
cording to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope by, the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
you, who are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” 
The resurrection fact and its interpretation to them by 
the Holy Spirit made all the difference in the world be- 
tween the kind of men the disciples were and afterwards 
became. 


What Hope Is 

Hope is “the expectation of some good thing to 
come.” It is simply faith directed to the future, and no 
sharp distinction between faith and hope is attainable. 
The New Testament idea does not leave room for un- 
certainty. It is to be feared that our modern use of 
the word “hope” is weaker. When we say, “I hope so,” 
we often imply some doubt as to the outcome of the 
thing referred to. Neither is hope, in the New Testa- 
ment use, the result of wishful thinking, that is, think- 
ing a given thing will come to pass simply because we 
desire to do so. 


God, the Source of Hope 

As God is the source of our faith, so He is also the 
source of our hope. We believe that our faith is the 
work of the Holy Spirit in us. We learned the classic 
statement of that fact when we were prepared for con- 
firmation. It is Luther’s explanation of the Third Arti- 
cle of the Apostles’ Creed: “I believe that I can not by 
my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my 
Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called 
me through the Gospel, enlightened me by His gifts, 
and sanctified and preserved me in the true faith.” Hope 
is but the counterpart of faith and regularly accompanies 
it. As God, the Holy Ghost, through the Word, works 
faith in us, so, by the same means, He applies the prom- 
ises of Holy Writ to us and assures us of their ulti- 
mate realization on our part. The Christian’s God is 
“the God of hope.” 


God, the Ground of Our Hope 

What is God like? Ours is a Christ-like God. To 
show us God was one of the purposes in Jesus’ coming. 
In Him we have the world’s only authentic portrait of. 
God. The God Whom Christ revealed is a God of Love. 
He has also revealed the Creator of the universe and 
man as “my Father and your Father,” and He taught 
His disciples to address Him in prayer thus, “Our 
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Father, Who art in heaven.’ We hear much these days 
about man’s search for God, but long before man began 
such a search, God set out in search of him. Ours is 
a seeking God. God took the initiative in planning and 
preparing for man’s salvation. We read, “In the full- 
ness of time God ....” “God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believ- 
eth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
“God commendeth His own love towards us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” “For the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
God’s dealing with us, not after our sins, but “accord- 
ing to His mercy He saved us by the washing of re- 
generation and the renewing of the Holy Ghost,” is the 
ground of our hope. And this hope of ours is in His 
Son, Christ the Lord. “Whom He gave to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins.” 


What Hope Brings 

The words of our scripture lesson are an apostolic 
benediction, a devout and prayerful wish that the Rom- 
an Christians might have joy and peace, happiness and 
steadfastness in their faith, so that their confidence 
(hope) in the ultimate consummation of Christ’s sal- 
vation for them might abound yet more and more. 
“Hope maketh not ashamed,” though privations and 
necessities may be ours in abundance. For His sake 
and the gospel’s such things will be cheerfully endured. 


a 


Worship and Evangelism 

These words of Rev. Franklin Clark Fry seem to 
suggest an application of our lesson. He writes, “Chris- 
tianity’s only essentials are two: worship and evangel- 
ism... . These are two vital centers from which all 
else must radiate .... Worship, of course, is basis... . 
It is the act, so habitual as to be constant, of reverently 
lifting the chalice of life to God who fills it to the 
brim. And evangelism is the overflow! No man ever 
jived with so capacious a spirit that when God’s infinite 
love streamed into him, he could not contain it all. The 
pressure of it-that is, if a man has first honestly per- 
mitted himself to be filled—is so irresistible that it 
would burst a closed heart.” 

God, the Holy Spirit, who gives “joy and peace” to 
the earnest believer also causes him to “abound in 
hope.” He not only fills him but causes him to over- 
flow with hope. In this cynical and sophisticated age 
it is the man, whose life overflows with hope, who 
will be asked to give a reason for the hope that is in 
him. Like its opposite, hope is also contagious. Not 
-a bane, but a boone is vital hope. A greatly disturbed 
-world, in which uncertainty seems to reign, is greatly in 
need of the hope the Christian’s God alone can inspire. 


What Our Hope In Christ Is 

Our hope in Christ is three-fold. In Him we look 
for personal salvation, personal resurrection from the 
‘dead at the last day, and an ultimate abiding place in 
the Father’s heavenly home. 

While salvation is a present personal possession of 
‘the true believer in Christ, there is a sense in which 
the fullness of our redemption awaits a future consum- 
‘mation. That constitutes our hope. Jesus’ resurrection 
from the dead is God’s seal on the sacrifice he made 
for sins, attesting its sufficiency and its acceptance by 
tthe Father. 
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Our hope of personal resurrection from the dead 
at the last day also comes as a result of Christ’s resur- 
rection. Speaking of that fact to His disciples Jesus 
said, “Because I live, ye shall live also.” And again, “I 
am the resurrection and the life; he that believeth in 
Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die.” Paul, 
writing to the Corinthians, says: “If in this life only 
we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miser- 
able. But now is Christ risen from the dead, and be- 
come the first fruits of them that slept. For since by 
man came death, by man came also the resurrectioy 
from the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive.” (I Corinthians 15:19-22) 
The same apostle also writes, “And God hath both 
raised up the Lord, and will also raise us up by His 
own power.” (I Corinthians 6:14) 

And finally, our hope for an ultimate abiding place 
in the Father’s heavenly home is through Christ. He 
says: “In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare 
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also.” (John 14:2, 3). 
The beloved disciple also declares, “And this is the 
record, that God hath given unto us eternal life, and this 
life is in His Son. He that hath the Son hath life; 
‘and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” 
GE olmeon tte t2)) 


Questions for Discussion 
What is hope? 
Who gives hope? 
In whom do we hope? 
For what do we hope? 
How are “joy and peace” related to hope? 
What hope does the world need? 
What can we do to help? 


For Further Reading 


The Christ Who Is All—Traver (ULPH) Chapter Eight 

eee a eS ee Chapter Five 

The Resurrection Fact—Hayes okesbury) Chapters I, II, XVI, 
XVII, XVIII, XIX f # s 

Stump’s Catechism (ULPH) Chapters XVII, XVIII, XIX, XX 

If a Man Die—Cosby Bell (Scribners) 

Many Mansions—John McNeill (Richard R. Smith) 

The Valley and Beyond—A. C. Deane (Harpers) 


SEEN a, ETS 


April 24, 1938 
First Sunday after Easter 
WHEN IS EDUCATION CHRISTIAN? 
I Timothy 6:3-8 
(By Rev. Rudolph G. Schulz, D.D., Carthage, Ill.) 

Some spiritual things can be done better through 
united effort, one of these things is education. Edu- 
cation would not long endure without schools. But no 
institution has a monopoly on the educational program, 
because education is a never-ending process which goes 
on from the cradle to the grave. 

Christian educators agree that when a college is 
established by the Church it should prepare Christian 
students for religious leadership. 

What contributes to giving education a Christian 
atmosphere is not formal courses in religion ‘or the 
number of chapel services held during the school year, 
though let no one minimize these, but what gives sub- 
stance to the program of our Church-related colleges 
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and other institutions is the influence which Christian 
personalities radiate. One of our Lutheran college 
presidents has said that when it comes to religion and 
education, it needs to be remembered that you can 
only have as much religion in education as you have 
religion in the educator. This same principle holds 
true in Luther League work. No Luther League is 
likely to radiate a greater degree of religious influence 
than it has religion radiating from the Luther League’s 
leadership. 


Education is Christian when, above all, it becomes 
an agency through which Christ is revealed. About the 
only way a college can be used in this way is by becom- 
ing a witness-bearer for the Gospel. Take, for in- 
stance, a subject like world peace which is engrossing 
the minds of many high school and college students to- 
day. To manifest an intense interest in this subject 
without, at the same time, discovering the tremendous 
strength of the foreign missionary enterprise is to ig- 
nore Christ as the solution to every problem. 


Education is Christian when it focuses attention 
upon greatness rather than “success.” There are times, 
to be sure, when it is of some interest to know that the 
earning capacity of an individual with a college educa- 
tion is likely to be several times greater than that of the 
individual without a college education. It is of some in- 
terest to know that a college education can aid a man 
to achieve some degree of what the world calls success. 
But such facts dare not be exalted. It is the concern of 
Christian education not that you should get ahead of 
others, but that you should get ahead of yourself. “The 
truly great man may have external success, but just 
as often the opposite is true. His historical greatness 
may be attributed! to locality, opportunity, birth, wealth, 
or other factors of temporal worth. He may be carried 
along on the high waves of popularity. His greatness 
may be dwarfed into a grotesque shadow depending 
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on the position of the political sun. Napoleon was his- 
torically great, but many an unknown may be far 
greater ethically. Greater than success is the noble 
freedom that wins true victory in defeat—the truth that 
asserts itself. “They are slaves who dare not be in the 
right with two or three.” ; 

Education is Christian when it is deeply concerned 
with giving security for life, which is something entire- 
ly different from security for old age. Security for old 
age concerns itself chiefly with care and comfort which 
things material can give, and that, too, is Christian, 
but Christian education would speak to youth of security 
which comes from a revelation of God’s love in Christ 
Jesus and the attendant peace that passeth understand- 
ing. 

Any discussion of such a subject as Christian edu- 
cation ought not to evaporate into a thing of words. 
How about our own loyalty to our Church-related col- 
leges? In their philosophy of education, in their loyalty 
to high educational ideals, in their devotion to Christ, 
in their continuing purpose to build the truths of the 
Bible afresh into the spiritual lives of each new genera- 
tion, in buildings and equipment, our Church-related col- 
leges are prepared to meet the needs of the under- 
graduate whether he concludes his formal schooling 
with college graduation or continues in graduate or 
professional school. Let’s be appreciative of the aims, 
ideals, and place of our Lutheran colleges. Let’s be 
loyal to them. 


Topics for Discussion 

What was Luther’s contribution to education? How 
is our Church serving young people in colleges and uni- 
versities today? Why should the Church maintain col- 
leges? Where are our U. L. C. colleges located? What 
should you expect to find at a Church-related college? 
What should a Church-related college expect to find in 
a Luther League trained young man or woman? 


OR 
INTERMEDIATE TOPICS FOR APRIL 


Theme for Month: “LOYALTY” - 


April 3, 1938 
THE COST OF LOYALTY 
Galatians 6:2-10 
Introduction 
There is a cost to loyalty. Anything worth while 
must be paid for. Sometimes the cost is in time, in 
talent, in truth, in treasures, in trials or in tears. In 
fact, the cost may include all these factors. One, to be 
loyal, must give freely of his or her time. One given 
the gift of ability, be it in leadership, music, public 
speaking, writing and what not, must pay the price. 
One on the side of Christ must be truthful. One pos- 
sessing treasures (riches) must be liberal. One wishing 
to be loyal to Christ or to himself or to a principle, must 
expect to pay in trials of heart and mind. And one 
following the paths of loyalty must, at times, pay in 
bitter tears. 
The Cost of Loyalty to Christ 
The price we must pay for loyalty reaches its high- 
est point when Christ becomes the rule for all our 


loyalties. Loyalty based on Christ-set standards, is a 
type of loyalty that can be counted on in every situa- 
tion, regardless of the cost. 


There must be a true background to true loyalty. 
In Galatians 5:22, 23 (read) the apostle Paul lists nine 
Christ-set standards, which taken together, present the 
moral background of loyalty. That we might possess 
these standards—qualities of Christ-filled character— 
Paul tells us how it can be done. He says, “And they 
that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affec- 
tions and lusts.” The background of clean hands is 
soap, water and a lot of rubbing. Now the same rules 
apply to spiritual cleanliness, without which loyalty in 
its fullest sense cannot exist. 


When the flesh, meaning the whole of the natural - 
person, is crucified (that is, sacrificed for Christian char- 
acter) then the Christian standards begin to show forth 
in our conduct and life, just as a pure, clean skin ap- 
pears with the dirt removed. King Solomon puts it 
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in this way, “As:‘a man thinketh in his heart, so is he,” 
meaning that goodness comes from within. 


What Is Loyalty? 

Loyalty is like an exposed photographic film which 
only shows up what has first been exposed on it 
through the lens. It is only expression and its type of 
expression depends solely upon what is back of and 
behind itself. That which must be back of loyalty is 
love. If I love my country, I'll be loyal to her because 
true love cannot possibly produce a negative expression. 
In the same manner if I love my Lord, I’ll be loyal to 
Him. Loyalty then is love in full bloom. 


Loyalty Must Have An Outlet 

Loyalty means that the nine Christ-set standards 
in Galatians 5:22, 23 must have a practical outlet. When 
a photographic filim is developed it still has little or no 
value until reproduced on paper or screen. Of what 
value then is my loyalty if I am not willing to give 
full expression to it? For instance, if I help my fallen 
brother, loyalty has found an outlet. It costs me some- 
thing to be loyal to him. 


Christ Must Increase; I Must Decrease 

Loyalty to Christ means that Christ comes first 
in my thinking and acting. Read verse 3 of our lesson, 
then read Romans 12:3. A person can’t think much of 
Christ who is, himself, choked up with self. Such a 
person cannot be ever loyal to Christ. He is like an 
improperly developed photographic film, if I may use 
the illustration again, which in time, loses its power to 
reproduce the images that were at one time made upon 
it. Unless Christ’s features are engraved upon our 
hearts, they become erased by selfish desires. So, the 
cost of loyalty is the cost of self. 


Loyalty Costs Hard Work 

According to verse 4 (our lesson) Paul declares 
that “every man must prove his own work.” This 
means that loyalty is an individual matter. I cannot, 
for instance, claim loyalty to Jesus on the strength of 
another’s merits. Nor can I rest my case of loyalty to 
my country on the fact that my great-grandfather fought 
for its defense. Loyalty demands “proof of self.” The 
mere fact that your parents are Christians doesn’t make 
you a Christian. You must prove yourself a loyal 
Christian. 

You and I must be personally exposed to Christ’s 
love and then try to live that life. I have often gone 
out on a picture-taking trip to return to find, upon de- 
veloping the exposures, that the one most desired was 
the pcorest of the lot. In such a situation all the other 
exposures, no matter how good they were, couldn’t 
satisfy me for the one lost Jesus thinks of you in just 
that degree of importance. He wants your loyalty. He 
has worked hard to expose you to His love. You in 
turn, must let His light so shine upon you that when 
you get home to Him you will be found to be a well- 
developed image of Him. 

Verse 6 teaches us something different, about loyal- 
ty. Can you tell what it is? Read I Corinthians 9:7-15 
and I Timothy 5:18 to help you in your answer. 

Verses 7 to 9 sound their own warning. After study- 
ing these verses would you say that it pays to be dis- 
loyal to Christ? After all is said on the cost of loyalty, 
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isn’t the cost of disloyalty far greater? Now read James 
1:16 and I Corinthians 3:10-13. 

Finally, in verse 10 the summary of the whole sub- 
ject of loyalty is made. Since we have the opportunity 
what shall we do with it? 


* Think on These 
1. Think on what it cost Christ “to love the world” 
and you have some idea of what great price is love. 
2. Is the cost of love greater than the cost of 
hate? 
3. What are the rewards of loyalty? 
4. How do they repay for the cost of loyalty? 


April 10, 1938 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO JOIN THE 
CHURCH? 
Luke 2:52; Acts 2:37-47 

Joining the Church is one thing and joining one’s 
self to the Lord through the Church is another. The 
‘Joining business” is only the beginning of an experi- 
ence and devotion that brings one closer and closer 
to one’s Lord. To many young people “joining” the 
Church is the end of religious activity. For the pur- 
pose of learning what is behind and beyond the mere 
uniting with the Church let us carefully study each step 
of the way. 

1. Preparation. A simple understanding of what 
it means to join the Church is absolutely necessary for 
the enjoyment and development of faith after member- 
ship is acquired (Deuteronomy 6:6-9). A study of Sun- 
day School lessons and faithful attendance to catechet- 
ical instruction will help. An appreciation of the fact 
that joining the Church is merely the open door lead- 
ing into a fuller life is also helpful. But surrender of 
self to the will of God is the best form of preparation 
possible (I Samuel 3:1-19). Take seriously the act of 
preparation and the fact of Church membership will 
evermore become dearer. 

2. Preaching. Acts 2:37 tell us that “When they 
heard this’—heard what? Why the preaching of Peter 
and his fellow disciples, they inquired, “what shall we 
do?” By preaching alone are we aroused to action. 
Theodore Roosevelt said, “A person may not hear a 
good sermon at Church, He will hear a sermon by a 
good man, who with his good wife, is engaged all the 
week in making hard lives a little easier.” It is false to 
say, the Church service is for adults only and the Sun- 
day School for children and youth only. Keep in mind 
that Paul is writing to a young man when you read II 
Timothy 3:14-17. Many people say they can worship 
God in a grove of trees, or by a running brook, just as 
well as in a Church. But we kncw as a matter of 
fact that the average man does not thus worship 

3. Preparation. I will set down a few practical 
rules for teen age participation in the service and work 
of the Church: 1, Enter the Church service quietly and 
on time; 2. Refrain from all talk; 3. Offer a silent 
prayer for the pastor and for yourself that the service 
may be a blessing to you; 4. Sit in toward the middle 
of the pew, not at the end; 5. Join in the service and 
the singing of the hymns; 6. Heed the words of Scrip- 
ture and the preacher; 7. Welcome the youth who is a 
stranger; 8. Share your hymnal; 9. Tell the pastor you 
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have been helped by his sermon, but never say you 
“enjoyed it.” 

4. Praying. So vital is prayer in the development 
of a well-balanced life that to try to be a Christian 
without it is impossible and ridiculous. One’s strongest 
fort against sin is prayer, not to mention its place in 
rightly deciding problems of Christian conduct. Behold 
how Jesus resorted to prayer (Luke 3:21, Matthew 
14:23, John 12:27, and Matthew 26:36-42). 

5. Pruning. Church membership is not for saints, 
but for sinners who desire to become as saints (Romans 
1:7). This is only possible by using the “Word and 
preaching” to serve as a cleanser of all our sins (John 
15:3). A boy or girl to sit under the preaching of God’s 
Word and not be purged of many faults and sins must 
surely have a hardened conscience, or a stubborn will, 
or both. Repentence is the only sure way to a sure 
cleansing. 

6. Progressing. Joining the Church results in pro- 
gress if the believer wills it. The effect of Christ’s con- 
stant attendance in the synagogue is described in Luke 
2:52. If I am not a better Christian day by day, it is be- 
cause I will not to be, not a cause to be looked for else- 
where. 

7. Publishing. To be a real member of the Church 
one must publish the glad tidings of salvation and share 
it with others. (Acts 2:44-46) 

8. Praising. Whom? God, of course (Acts 2:47). 
Membership in worldly organizations gives us cause for 
telling others, even to boasting about it. Why, then, 
not praise the Church and Church’s One Foundation? 


Questions 

1. This topic is built up around words beginning 
with the letter ‘“p.”” Memorize the words. Then add 
other words beginning with the letter “p” to explain the 
topic further. How about Peace, Purity of Life, etc.? 
Are these counted as results of Church membership? 

2. What would you say to “Paying” to the sup- 
port of current expenses and benevolence? 


April 17, 1938 
WHAT SHOULD RESURRECTION 


MEAN TO ME? 
I Corinthians 15 :35-39 


When Jesus spoke the words recorded in John 
12:32 He was promising His disciples life after death. 
With the lifting up of Jesus, that is, His resurrection 
from the grave, assured beyond a doubt and with the 
Christian faith centered in that miracle of miracles, we 
now know of a certainty that we, too, shall rise again. 
What this glorious fact should mean to you and me is 
a matter for earnest review on this, another Easter day. 


The Promise of the Resurrection 
What Christ promised He fulfilled. He said He’d 
rise again and He did. I am sure it will pay us here to 
study, discuss and even fix in our memories the ap- 
pearances of our Lord after His resurrection. The 
order of His appearances would seem to be: 


On the Day of His Resurrection: 
1. To Mary Magdalene (John 20:14-18) 
2. To the women returning from the tomb with 
angelic message (Matthew 28:8-10) 
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3. To Peter, probably in the afternoon (Luke 
24:34; I Corinthians 15:5) 

4. To the Emmaus disciples toward evening 
(Luke 24:13-31) 

5. To the apostles, except Thomas (Luke 24:36-42; 
John 20:19-24) 


Eight Days Afterward: 
To the apostles, Thomas being present 
(John 20:24-29) 
In Galilee: 
1. To the seven by the lake of Tiberias 
(John 21:1-23) 
2. On a mountain, to the apostles and five hundred 
brethren (I Corinthians 15:6) 


At Jerusalem and Bethany Again: 
1. To James (I Corinthians 15:7) 
2. To the eleven (Matthew 28:16-20) 


To Paul: 
1. Near Damascus (Acts 9:3-6; I Corinthians 15:8) 
2. In the temple (Acts 22:17-21; 23:11) 


To Stephen: 
Outside Jerusalem (Acts 7:55) 


To John: 
On Patmos (Revelation 1:10-19) 


The resurrection on the basis of Christ’s promise 
and the fulfillment of that promise so clearly established 
above, means, to me: 

1. That Christianity—my faith—rests upon it ab- 
solutely. Christ’s birth, life and teachings would be 
meaningless without it. It becomes the seal of all that 
proceeded it in Christ’s claims and the Bible’s message. 
Read John 11:25; Romans 8:11; I Corinthians 3:10, 11; 
15:3, 4; and Ephesians 2:4-7. 

2. That Jesus staked his claims as the Son of 
God upon His resurrection on the third day. (Matthew 
16221-917222,4233 202185919) 

3. That Christ’s resurrection is the sure promise 
of ours. (Romans 8:32-34; II Timothy 2:11, 12) 

4. That Jesus will know me personally and I, Him. 
The fact that Jesus (in raising Lazarus from the dead) 
cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” 
leads me to believe this. 

5. That I will recognize in heaven those I knew 
here on earth and be recognized by them, for again the 
fact that Mary and Martha were reunited with their 
brother after His resurrection from the dead leads me 
to believe this. 

6. That it is not a vain hope that I have in the 
resurrection of my body and spirit, which, together, 
shall be reunited and continue their future existence, 
but in a perfect, glorified, immortal state (Matthew 
22:30; John 5:24). 

7. That I will be raised in His likeness (Philip- 
pians 3:20, 21; I Corinthians 15:49; John 3:2). 


April 24, 1938 
WORKING WITH OTHERS FOR CHRIST 
I Corinthians 12:1-11 Bs 
The key-note to our study today is to be found in 
the first verse of our lesson. Here Paul bases all worl 
for Christ on “spiritual gifts,” that is, he says: each be- 
liever goes to work for Christ with certain spiritual 
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tools. He has a peculiar capacity for a peculiar serv- 
ice. Christian service is simply the ministry of such 
gifts as the individual may have received (Romans 
12:4-8). 

Verses 4 to 11 set forth how different gifts are be- 
stowed upon different men, but the conclusion always 
is: the Master, for whom we are all working, is the 
same. In other words, while you and I differ in abili- 
ties we are workers together with God (I Corinthians 
3:9), This relationship will become clear by a recital 
of how football players, holding different positions on 
the same team, work together to make a score. 


With these two thoughts providing a setting for 
our further study of the topic let us learn tee ther how 
we may best work together for Christ. 


1. Every member must do his bit as best he can. 
If you sing, play the piano, speak, have ability for detail 
work or what not, take your place willingly and fill it. 
Do not be a shirker or a quitter. One Leaguer out of 
place “gums up the whole works,” as the saying is. 

2. Every member thankful to God for the chance 
to serve Him, no matter how small the service or how 
limited the ability to serve. If you can only come regu- 
larly to the meetings or to service in God’s house, you 
should be happy and willing to do that. One of the 
greatest sources of joy and encouragement to a pastor 
and other Church leaders is to see some loyal conse- 
crated paleo in his accustomed place time after time. 
Verse 9, “To another faith by the same Spirit,’’ seems 
to point to just such faithful souls. 
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3. Happiness in one’s best expression of service 
does not allow him to be envious of another who pos- 
sesses larger gifts of service. One of the worst evils 
in the Christian Church is this “jealous spirit.” There 
are those, sad to relate, who just can’t stand to have 
another out-do him in Church work. Many times such 
an attitude has caused a “split” in the Church and 
kindred organizations. Not all players on the team 
can make touchdowns, but that doesn’t give just cause 
for those who can’t to refuse to do their part in help- 
ing those who can. Isn’t there just a bit of this jealous 
spirit in Martha’s heart in the incident recorded in 
Luke 10:38-42, also in Judas’ heart in John 12:3-5? The 
great work for Christ demands team work above all 
else. 


4. Another point is never to think that you have 
too much to do for Jesus. It is committing a sin to 
lay down on the job when God calls you. A boy called 
to become a minister has no right to be satisfied with 
anything less. A girl called of God to give herself in 
full time service can honestly say but one thing, ‘Here 
evaal MY 

5. Still another point is never to think that you 
are the “chief thing” in the works and that unless you 
have a hand in everything that is done, you just won’t 
play. Don’t get the notion that things won’t go with- 
out, you. Many a Church would run along a lot 
smoother without some people of that sort in it. 


Here’s a good motto: “Push or pull, but if you 
can’t do either, give way to someone who will.” 
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JUNIOR TOPICS FOR APRIL 


The April Topics include two on our general theme 
of Practical Every Day Living, an Easter meeting, and 
a missionary meeting. 

We begin this month a study of the Education unit. 
How can the lessons of school, of the radio, the movie, 
and all the forces which contribute to the child's educa- 
tion be made a power for good in his daily life? 

Plan for your Easter meeting. Do not have a “set” 
program of exercises, drills and recitations, learned be- 
forehand, but have a meeting following the suggestions 
given in the pamphlet “Easter” in the Packet. 

Have one Junior read the Easter story from the 
Bible, have the Easter carols sung, read any Easter 
poems found in any of the Church magazines, have 
some Easter pictures around the room and discuss 
them. Talk over the real meaning of Easter—Life, Joy, 
Hope, Life Everlasting, as given in the pamrh'et. Let 
the Juniors have sentence prayers of thanks for Easter. 
Let them write an Easter prayer. Have the room deco- 
rated with Easter blooms if possible. Have the Juniors 
share Easter. They might decorate the rooms of the 
children’s departments in Sunday School. They might 
send cards or flowers to the sick. They might sing at 
the early service, or at a baptismal service, or take part 
in the Sunday School Easter program. They might send 
eggs or baskets to a children’s home. Plan for some 
way for them to share. 


“ce 


The missionary meetings beginning with this month 
teach of our work in Canada. Note the program given 
in the Topics and make your plans. 

This is the time to start the study of 
—one of the books of the Reading Course. 

A whole meeting once a month may be devoted to 
this study, but a better time is to spend some time each 
meeting on the study. Have the study of the Topic the 
first part of your meeting and the mission study the 
latter half. 

Have the stories told, chapter by chapter, by the 
Juniors. Have some handwork. An Arabian Village 
(60 cents) can be made, a scrapbook using Picture 
Sheet of Moslem World (25 cents) and Panel Posters 
of Desert Life (50 cents) can be secured. 

There is so much to teach these Juniors and the 
time is so short. Plan your work well. 


“Doorways” 


April 3, 1938 
WHY MUST I GO TO SCHOOL? 


Suggested Procedure 


(Use Junior Topics Booklet No. 7—The Child and School) 

Hymn, Scripture, Prayer—selected by Juniors 

Topic Thoughts as given in Junior Topics Booklet 

Topic Thoughts as given below. 

Discussion 

Closing Worship—prayer by each to understand why we should go 
to school and “grow in wisdom” as Jesus did 
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‘Topic Thoughts 

Our Bible told us that Jesus “increased in wisdom 
and stature and favor with God and man.” 

Jesus increased in wisdom. He learned many les- 
sons from everything about Him. He put everything 
‘He learned into practice in His daily life. His great 
purpose here on earth was “to be about His Father’s 
business” and He used everything He learned to ac- 
complish that purpose. 

We all should be just like that. I should learn 
from everything about me, and let school help me in 
every part of my life, I should desire to serve Him in 
every way possible and I should use all I know and all 
I can learn to help me! in serving Him. 

Jesus learned from everything about Him—the 
country and hillside, the sky, the birds, the flowers, 
the carpenter shop, His home, His companions, all 
taught Him. He used all these things in teaching others 
of His heavenly Father in later years. 

He also, doubtless, went to the Jewish school at 
the Synagogue, and learned there the three R’s of His 
schooling as well as the Jewish law and the lessons of 
the Old Testament. 

I must go to school if I am to follow His example 
and “grow in wisdom.” 

I must go to school because the early years of my 
boyhood or girlhood are the time when I can learn best 
and can best remember the lessons I am learning, — 

I must go to school in order to learn facts about 
this world which will help me appreciate more my 
Heavenly Fatner’s provision for me. When we sing, 
“This Is My Father’s World” or “The World Is Very 
Beautiful” or when I read the Creation Story, I ap- 
preciate it more because I have learned in school how 
good this world really is—its great riches, the wonder- 
ful things we have to make life comfortable and safe— 
X-ray, wireless, compass, etc., etc. 

I must go to school to prepare for life. Life is 
just a school, with new lessons to be learned each day. 
If I go to school and learn lessons there, obedience to 
teachers, concentration on lessons and work, fairness, 
cooperation, I shall better be able to meet the expe- 
riences of life—which are “lessons.” 

I must go to school to fit myself for my future 
work. I don’t expect to get anywhere in this world 
without the first lessons I am getting at school. On 
them I must build for my future knowledge which I 
must get to fit me for my life work. 

I must go to school to prepare to do the Lord's 
work. All I learn now will help me better to work in 
the Church later. 

I also can use much that I learn in school right 
now in the Church. Much that I am learning in school 
can be used in Sunday School and Junior League. 

Much I learn of geography in school can be used 
as a foundation when I study the missionary lessons 
on China, India, Japan and the other countries. 

Much of history I learn in school helps me under- 
stand better the growth of God’s Kingdom. 


As I learn to study in school, I: also learn how to’ 


study the greatest text book in the world—the Bible. 

I must go to school—to learn the lessons of the 
class-room, and of life which I learn there—to help 
me better live, and to lay the foundation for Christian 
character which the Church will help me develop. 
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April 10, 1938 
HOW CAN I GET THE BEST FROM SCHOOL? 


Suggested Procedure 
Hymn 
Scripture 
Prayer 
Topic Thoughts from Topics Booklet 
Topic Thoughts as given below 
Discussion 
Closing—prayer hymn 

Topic Thoughts 

First of all I must realize that after Church, school 
is about one of the most important things I have to 
do during my Junior years. : 

It is my business—my work—the big thing in my 
life during these years—the thing to which I should 
devote my energy and effort. 

If I realize this and try to get the most out of 
every opportunity offered, instead of shirking, “hating 
school” and trying to do as little as possible, I will ac- 
complish much more. My attitude toward school counts 
a great deal. 

We have heard eight, ways in which I can get the 
best frcm school. Let us list these on the board and 
then try to find some others. (List those given in the 
Topics Booklet and then add others.) 

Great men all through history have always accom- 
plished things because they had inquiring minds and 
wanted to learn and tse what they learned. And the 
foundation of it all was laid in school. 

James Watts —a little English boy—saw the tea 
kettle lid rise and discovered in his mind the power of 
steam. 

Abraham Lincoln had little schooling, but he 
learned much from books—borrewed, secured at a sac- 
rifice, read in wee hours of night—after long days of 
hard work, One of the principles of God’s Kingdom— 
brotherkood of man—was lodged in his heart—afterward 
to shine forth in his freedom of the colored people. 

All great discoveries and inventions were built on 
the things learned in schcol. 

The compass, the X-ray, the wireless, the steam- 
boat, pasteurization—all came as a result of inquiring, 
active little minds first aroused in school. 

What do I know about the compass? Who invented 
it? 

Who invented the X-ray? The wireless? 

Who made the first steamboat? Where? 

Who was Louis Pasteur? Madam Curie? 

All these things are part of His Kingdom and help 
in His work—so we must think about them. Anything 
that helps this world and the people in it is His work. 

Great discoverers and great explorers of water, land 
and air, all had to lay foundations in the common, every- 
day things in school day by day. Then active, quick 
brains, needed to respond to any emergency, would not 
have responded in time of need, if it had not been 
trained day by day in school. 

Columbus, Grenfell, Lindbergh, Earhart—could 
they have done their work without school? 

So we might go‘on—the whole world and all its 
achievements rests on the things learned in school. 

So I must, if I am to get the most out of school, 
apply myself to the lessons learned there and use them. 

Another way I can get the best out of school is to 
use what I learn there and apply them to the things of 
the Church. 
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The lessons of geography help me in the study of 
the mission study books and the lessons on world 
‘friendship. 

Do I study pictures in school? Can their lessons 
help in the Junior League meetings as well? Can I 
study in the same way some of the great religious pic- 
tures of the world? In the same way the songs I 
Jearn in school and the instruction in music given there, 
will help me. The same thing can be done in study- 
ing the hymns of the Church. 

Visits to places of interest which the schools plan 
—museums, art galleries, libraries, etc., will help me 
greatly in learning more of the things of the Church 
as well and give me much more to help grow Christian 
character. 


In short, one of the best ways to get the most out ° 


of school is to use what I learn there in as many ways 
as possible and especially to put it to use in my Chris- 
tian training. 

Am I doing this? 


April 17, 1938 
E-A-S-T-E-R 
A suggested program might be: 
Easter Hymn 
The Lenten and Easter story told by five Juniors 
(show the five pictures suggested to be used 
during Lent and have Juniors explain) 
Easter Hymn 
Easter story read from Scripture 
What Does Easter Mean?—iead by Superintendent 
Easter means: Joy 
Life 
Hope 
No Fear of Death 
Life Everlasting 
from Booklet 
“Raster” 
Prayer: That we may know what Easter really 
means and that it will help us in our daily lives. 
Easter Hymn 
Exercise: “Go, Tell,” from Booklet 
Sharing Easter—carrying out plans made for shar- 
ing Easter with others 
Sentence Prayers: Thanks for Easter 
Lord’s Prayer 
Easter Hymn 


April 24, 1938 
TO THE NORTH 
(By Mabel B: Fenner) 
A Unit of Work on Canada 
Material: (Order from the Women’s Missionary 
Society, 723 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa.) 
To the North, by Mabel B. Fenner, a booklet con- 
taining suggestions for leader, background material, ses- 
sion outlines, stories and worship features. Price, 15 
cents. 
Northern Neighbors, a picture sheet for poster or 
note-book work: Two copies free upon request; ad- 
ditional copies, 10 cents a dozen. 


Note to Leader: Following the study of World 
Peace we take up in the course for the coming six 
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months an interesting, concrete example in the century- 
long friendship between Canada and the United States. 
We are happy to know also that our United Lutheran 
Church in America has as part of its territory, our 
neighbor to the north. 


References: Read carefully the booklet, “To the 
North,” in order to have a pre-view of the study as a 
whole. Since the study covers six sessions, follow Ses- 
sion One for the first meeting. 


Session One 
Discovering America 

Preparation: Since the session outlines, with in- 
formational and story material and worship suggestions, 
are fully covered in the booklet, no details are repeated 
in this column. Assign to certain of the Juniors the 
Scripture reading and prayer, Have ready map, pictures 
and other needed items to begin the study. 


Correspondence: If any one of the Juniors has a 
relative or friend living in any of the sections touched 
on in the study, suggest that correspondence be begun 
between the group and this distant friend. 


(Prepared under the direction of 


the Children’s 
Department of the Women’s 


Missionary Society) 


THE LITTLE LEAGUERS’ PROGRAMS 
April brings us a Bible lesson, a missionary topic, 
the Good Friday lesson and Easter. 


During all these meetings bring as much of Spring 
as possible into your rooms. The little ones cannot 
comprehend the whole Resurrection story, but they can 
understand life as they see it in the flowers and bulbs 
and signs of returning Spring, and through tinese you 
can lead to a Living Saviour, alive forever. 


Do not crowd your program. Repeat your stories, 
hymns, etc., until the children become familiar with 
them, and want them again and again. 


Utilize what is being taught in the Bible School— 
especially at your Easter meeting let these little ones 
sing the hymns and recite the little exercises they have 
learned there. 

Put up a low table as a worship table and on it 
have bulbs and flowers, pussy willow or other signs of 
Spring in addition to some picture pertaining to the 
lesson. Have the little ones gather around this for 
worship. 


April 3, 1938—CHINESE BOYS AND GIRLS 


Material available—Here is a list of material to build up your 
programs on China. You cannot get all but you do not need 
all, and you can select what you need for your particular group: 

ULPH—United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

W MS— Educational Department, Women’s Missionary Society, 723 
Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

“The World Children for Jesus’—Hand Work Color Cards (use 
China verse)—15 cents, ULPH . 

Outline Pictures to Color—Children of the World—35 cents, ULPH 
(use four on China) 

Around the World Drawings to Color—China—15 cents, ULPH 

Posters to Paste, Cut and Color, Far East—50 cents, ULPH 

China Panel Posters—50 cents, ULPH 

Chinese Village—60 cents, ULPH 

Lesson Stories: 

Ah Fu—40 cents, WMS 
The Yellow Friendly Book—40 cents, WMS 

Chinese Children of Woodcutters Lame—50 cents, WMS é 

Chinese Stories from Missionary Stories for Little Folks (Primary) 
$1.25, WMS 

Worship 

Meet together for worship (all under 8) 4 i 

Have flowers on worship table and picture of Chinese children 

Sing: ‘Jesus Loves Me” ’ ‘ 

Explain picture, telling of Chinese children—that Jesus loves them, 


| 


too x 
Prayer—for children of China 
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A—Nursery (3 vears old) 


(It is a good thing for this group to have a large chart with 
a picture of Jesus in. the center and a picture of a child at each 
missionary lesson.) / . ; 
(Make one for this meeting and put on it an Eskimo child and 
a child of India. Now add a Chinese.) 
Talk about the chidren of China 
Show pictures of some 4 
Use pictures in set, “Outline Pictures to Color” or ‘Around the 
World Drawings to Color—China”’ : 
Tell story from “Ah Fu” 

Handwork: Trace a Chinese child from one of the cards and let 
l.ttle ones color 
Teach the verse on China from the song, “The World Children 

for Jesus” ‘ 
The pretty fat babies with slanting black eyes 
As happy as happy can be, 
Are the children of China and Jesus loves them 
Just as He loves you and me. 


(Get complete song—S cents, WMS) 


B—Kindergarten (four and five years) 
Use stories from “The Yellow Friendly Book” : : 
Use any of the first three Color Cards suggested, letting children 
color 
Teach China verse of “The World Children for Jesus” 


C—Primary 
Use stories from ‘Missionary Stories for Little Folks” or ‘Chinese 
Children of Woodcutters Lane” 
Make the set of Posters, ‘Far East Posters to Paste, Cut and 
Color,” selecting, of course, only those on China 
Teach China verse of “The World Children for Jesus” 


Closing 


Have an informal period and let little ones arrange all the material 
they have made, on the wall ; : 
Let the Jun.ors have ready the Panel Posters and the China Village 
and one of them come to the group and tell the children about 
them 

Sing the song just learned, ‘‘The World Children for Jesus,’ and 
close with a prayer for the children of China 


April 10, 1938—THE CRUCIFIXION 


See the suggestions in the March Review for the Lenten Topics 
and continue same procedure this week 

Continue the Handwork Suggestions 

Practice some Easter carols 


Worship 
Put picture of Crucifixion on Worship table ’ 

Sing: ‘There Is a Green Hill Far Away” (If children do not know, 
do not teach, but have several Juniors sing it for them) E 
Explain picture—talk briefly of Jesus suffering for us and dying. 

Talk of flowers and all nature asleep all winter, then tell how 
Jesus came to suffer in our place and how He, on Easter day, 
was alive forever. 
A—Nursery 


Tell story of picture, briefly 

Make booklets as suggested F 

Prepare room for Easter—a border of flowers might be made, yellow 
tulips cut from yellow paper 


B—Kindergarten 
Tell story briefly 
Make booklets : 
Make a border of hyacinths for room—brown pots, green leaves and 
blooms of white, pink, lavender, purple—cut from paper 


C—Primary 
Tell story briefly 
Make booktets 
Make a border of tulips for 
orange paper 


room. Cut from yellow, red and 
Closing 
Talk about loving Jesus because He loved us so much 


Close with hymn and prayer, suggested by children themselves 


April 17, 19383—EASTER—THE RESURRECTION 


Easter is usually such a hurried time that often the full sig- 
nificance of the day is lost with the little ones. Make it a happy, 
joyous time. , 

Make your room as bright and spring-like as possible. 

Use the Easter flower cut-outs suggested last’ week. 

Put up as many Easter pictures as possible. 

If you have used five large pictures during the Lenten season, 
put them on walls. ‘ 

Put a pot of real Easter blooms on, the worship table. 

Have the Juniors make the Resurrection Story Panel Posters 
(50 cents, ULPH) and give them to the Little Leaguers. ° 


The Program 


You will doubtless have all the little ones together 

Have the worship table as beautiful as possible 

Gather around it for the entire program 

Tell the Easter story at the very beginning, so the little ones may 
feel the spirit of the day 

Emphasize “We Are Happy At Easter Because Jesus Is Alive,” 
stress the hrst Easter morning, with the women coming and 
finding Jesus alive again, They cannot understand the mystery, 
but somehow sense the happiness and joy of the day. 

Sing all the Easter carols learned 

Finish the booklets, take home 

Recite any verses or recitations they may have learned for Easter 


veen ( 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


For Others 


Sharing Easter should have been planned for long beforehand 

Any plans must be very simple and very concrete . 

If the group can go to a sick or shut-in and take the Easter pic- 
tures, etc., repeat their Easter program, it will be helpful 

If they can carry the flowers that were on the worship table to 
one of their members who is sick, it will help 4 

Making Easter booklets—to be sent to a group of children they 
know, or the Chinese children they have just talked about— 
filling a basket for one of their members, each one bringing 
something, or placing a flower on the altar in Church (take 
the little ones up after the Easter Service to look at our 
flower and have an offering when they know the money they 
are giving is to buy a flower, even taking the group to buy it, 
if at all convenient)—makes giving concrete. 

These little ones must ‘see’? what they do to help others 

Mere giving of pennies does not mean so much 


April 24, 1938—LITTLE SAMUEL 


Th‘s story and picture is so well loved by the little ones that 
a helpful lesson can be built. 
E Get a large 20-cent size copy of the picture, ‘Little Samuel,” 
for your Worship Table and get a 1l-cent or 2-cent copy and mount 


. on colored construction paper and give to the children to take home. 


readiness to hear God and do His 


Worship 


Have large picture of “Little Samuel’? on table 

Sing: “Saviour, Teach Me Day By Day” 

li this is not familiar to children, let them, listen and sing it for 
them or have one of helpers sing it 

Tell briefly story of God calling Samuel 

Have prayer that we may hear God’s voice 


Teach the same 


: c lesson, 
will, in each group. 


A—Nursery 
Use the large picture and let little ones look at it and talk about it 
Tell story from “Samuel, The Temple Boy”—one of the series, 
“Bible Stories for Small People’ (25 cents, ULPH) 
Copy the little coat shown in book, cut from white paper and give 
one to each child 
Learn verse, “Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth” 
Give small picture to take home 


B—Kindergarten 


Have a set of Handwork Color Cards—Samuel (15 cents, ULPH) 
Color and tell story from these 

Give small picture 

Learn verse, ‘‘Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth’” 


C—Primary 
Tell story, using words from the Bible as far as possible, as much 
as children can understand. Start with “It says in our Bible—”’ 
Let children re-tell story) afterward in their own words 
Use set of Handwork Color Cards also to illustrate, and’ if group 
is small, a set might be procured for each and same colored 


Closing 
Close briefly by having one of Primary children tell story, sing 
a hymn, and have a prayer, asking that we may hear God’s 
voice 
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1228-1234 Spruce Street 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities. A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study: of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalog and information, write to: 
Levering Tyson, Litt.D, LL.D. - - - 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. - - - . - 


President 
Registrar 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality In the Heart of. Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 
Emily E. Swettman, George F. Dunkelberger, Ph.D., 


Registrar Dean 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE | 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
JUNIOR 


9 to 12 Years 


INTERMEDIATE 


12 to 16 Years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 


Philadelphia, Penna. 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 

Special training’ in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 


Very reasonable expenses 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 
Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 


the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Roanoke College 


FOUNDED 1853 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 
FULLY ACCREDITED 


B.A. and B.S. Degrees Pre-Professional Courses 


Superior Standards Unusual Cosmopolitanism 


Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


Have You Enrolled As a 
Contributing Member 
of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 
FOR THE YEAR 1938? 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Send All Funds to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


T ust The Thing For Easter 


BIBLE BOOK MARK 


Cross With Luther League Emblem 


THIS BOOK MARK 
is very nice to give to each 
person attending your Easter 
Sunrise Service or some other 
special Easter service. 


THIS BOOK MARK 


is very nice to place in Easter 
Flowers for sick and shut-in 
folks. Name of Church can 
be written on reverse side. 


C Time ly 
Easter Gift 


Ci Splendid 


CGouvenit 


STOCK USED IS 
A BEAUTIFUL HIGH-GRADE 
* EMBOSSED 
WHITE CARDBOARD 


Special Caster Price 


F cents vet | ()() 


Cash MUST Accompany Order 
(No less than 100 sold) 


Sample Cheerfully Sent on 
Receipt of a 3 cent Stamp 
to Cover Postage 


Illustration Shows Actual Size and Embossed Design of Stock 
The Embossed Design Is Not Colored—It Is Plain White 


For 75 cents additional (minimum charge) we will 
print your CHURCH OR YOUR LEAGUE’S 
NAME on reverse side, any quantity up to 200. 
.\dditional hundreds, 20 cents per hundred. 


The Luther Press 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


: 


